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HISTORY

The Graduate Institute of English Language and Literature was established in 1975 by Fr.
Pierre Demers. Succeeding directors include Bro. Nicholas Koss (1982-1988), Prof.
Steven Berkowitz (1988-1993), and Fr. Daniel Bauer (1993-1996). In 1996, the institute
became the MA Program, Department of English Language and Literature. Associate Prof.
Thomas Nash, then chair of the English Department, took over the program, served for
one term (1996 -1999). The succeeding directors include Associate Prof. Cecilia Liu
(1999-2002), Associate Prof. Raphael Schulte (2002-2003), Associate Prof. Thomas Nash
(2003-2004 as acting chair), Associate Prof. Yun-Pi Yuan (2004-2010). Associate Prof.
Kate Chiwen Liu (2010-2013). The current chair is Prof. Yun-Pi Yuan (2013-).

GOALS

The Graduate Program of the English Department aims to prepare our students with
sufficient professional skills in the fields of English literary studies or multimedia English
education in order to pursue further studies or to develop their careers in related fields.

OBJECTIVES
To realize this vision, we set the following as the literature and culture track’s educational
objectives:

1. Totrain students' skills in critical thinking, literary analysis and research.

2. To offer in-depth knowledge of British and American literature as well as world
literatures in English, through courses based on faculty members' specializations
and students' needs.

3. Toenhance students' English abilities, understanding of cultural interactions in
order to motivate students to relate their training to the local context and to
prepare them for future careers related to English language and/or literature.

CORE ABILITIES

Professional Knowledge Professional Skills

1). Abilities in Analyzing Literary and 1). Advanced English Expression
Cultural Texts in Context Abilities

2). Knowledge of English Literatures 2). Professional Research Abilities

3). Problem Solving Skills

4). Analytical and Organizational Skills

5). Global Perspectives and
Cross-Cultural Communication
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FACULTY

Full-time Faculty

CeciliaH.C. Liu

Associate Professor

Chair of CEBA, English

Dept., FICU

Kate Chiwen Liu

Associate Professor

Doris Li-wen Chang

Associate Professor

Raphael Schulte

Associate Professor

Joseph Murphy

Associate Professor

Donna Tong

Assistant Professor

Part-time Faculty

Ching-Hsi Perng

Professor

National Taiwan University

Fr. Daniel Bauer

Associate Professor

Eric Kao

Associate Professor

National Taiwan University

M.A. in English Literature/Fu Jen Catholic University
20th Century British Literature, American Literature, Medieval Literature,

Western Drama

Ph.D. in English Literature/State University of New York, Stony Brook, U.S.A.

Contemporary Canadian Literature and Film, Literary Theories, Postmodernism

Ph.D. in Comparative Literature Program/Fu Jen Catholic University
Comparative Literature (Literature and Religion, Psychoanalysis and Buddhism,

Comparative Drama), Translation

Ph.D. in English Literature/Michigan State University, U.S.A.

American and British Poetry, Shakespeare

Ph.D. in English Literature/University of Pennsylvania, U.S.A.
American Literature, Literature and the Visual Arts, Modernism and
Postmodernism

Ph.D. in English/University of California, Irvine, U.S.A.

American Literature and Culture, Asian American Studies, Gender Studies

Ph.D. in Comparative Literature/University of Michigan.

Shakespeare, Literature Translation

Ph.D. in Comparative Literature/University of Wisconsin, U.S.A.

Comparative Literature, Creative Writing: Fiction, Satire, Translation

Ph.D. in English/University of Kent, UK

Irish Drama, Modern and Contemporary lIrish Literature, Post-colonial Studies
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CURRICULUM

All courses are three credit hours.  Thirty credit hours, plus thesis (four credits), are

J

required.
Course Requirement
30
|
Required courses Elective courses 18
° British and American literature and
12 world literatures in English

(] Literary criticism/theory; Translation;
Chinese literature, or other literature
related courses

: \_
Academic Writing 3 One theory course
Research Methodology 2 3

Literary Research Methodology 1

Thesis Writing Seminar 3

A. Required courses (12 credit hours):
I Academic Writing 3 hrs.
ii. Research Methodology 2 hrs.
iii  Literary Research Methodology 1 hrs.
iv. Thesis Writing Seminar 3 hrs.
V.  One theory course 3 hrs.
A. Elective courses (18 credit hours)

I.  British and American literature and world literatures in English
Ii.  Literary criticism/theory; Translation; Chinese literature, or other literature

related courses.

w0

Students are required to take a minimum of four English literature courses.

C. Students may apply to take at most six credits in other graduate programs, including

the PhD comparative literature program.
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GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
Students should take minor exam and major exam before writing and defending first their
thesis proposals and then their theses.

A. Minor exam: students can choose one of the options to fulfill the requirement of
minor exam. Completion of the minor exam by the end of the second year is
strongly recommended.

i ~  Written exam: The purpose of the minor examination is to enable the student to
develop a limited specialization in an area of literary studies, which usually
originates in one or more graduate courses the student has taken. The minor
exam reading list is negotiated between the student and professor, and typically
involves 2-3 books, and several articles. The topic of the exam should not
overlap with that of the major examination, and should extend the area of the
major by broadening the student’s scope of knowledge. The minor exam may
involve several conferences with the guiding professor in the discussion of the
reading material. The exam is written, should be 3 — 4 hours in length, and
should take place during regular office hours. A grade is given, and the exam is
kept in the student’s file in the department. In principle, the directing professor
of the minor is different than the director of the major examination.

il ~ Presenting a paper in an academic conference/seminar (including the seminar
offered by the department)

iii ~ Publishing an article on a literature-related topic in an academic journal

iv ~ Publishing an article on a literature-related topic in a newspaper or magazine (to
be approved by the MA Committee)

B. The major exam is directly related to the thesis topic and is intended to help the
student prepare for and write the thesis. A reading list is negotiated between the
student and thesis director, and involves 4 — 6 books and about 10 articles. The
major exam is written, should take place during regular office hours, and should not
exceed four hours. A grade is given, and the exam is kept in the student’s file in the
department. In principle, the directing professor of the major is different from the
director of the minor exam. The major exam should be completed by end of the
mid-term week before the intended graduating semester.

11
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THESIS PROPOSAL

Written Thesis Proposal
Suggested structure of the written proposal (Please discuss the details with your
thesis advisor):
® Introduction (background, state the problem, or issue)
® Purpose of the study
® Research questions
® \Working Hypothesis and discussion
® Method and Literary/Theoretical Contexts (explain choice of texts and
how they are approached; define terms where necessary)
Literature Review
Significance of the Study
Limitation and delimitation
References/Bibliography (based on/expanded from the major exam
bibliography)

Thesis Proposal Defense

Thesis Proposal Defense is an open, one-hour, oral defense with presence of the
advisor and at least two faculty members for assessment purposes. The defense
provides a forum for thesis writer to formally present his/her ideas for the thesis
project at its early stage of formation in order to receive constructive suggestions
from members of the MA-Literature program as an academic community.

Thesis Proposal Defense Procedure

Both thesis proposal and thesis proposal defense should be finished during the
semester before the graduating semester.

Opportunities to hold the defense occur twice a semester, respectively in Oct and Jan
(first semester) and in May and June (the second semester), so those graduating in
July should defend their proposal in January of that year and those graduating in
January should do it in June of that year the latest.

Submit the proposal to the department 2 weeks before the defense date so that the
advisor and select faculty members have sufficient time to review the proposal.
Suggested Rundown

Time Activities

20 mins. Proposal Presentation --

with the following basic components:

3) With the content from the written thesis proposal
4) possible difficulties and solutions (optional)

10 mins Faculty respondent
25 mins Q&A
5 mins Advisor Conclusion

13
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THESIS

Minimum length for thesis is 60 pages

A.

Possible topics include: English or American literature or world literatures in English,
translation (English-Chinese, Chinese-English) with substantial analysis,
interdisciplinary literary studies, and analysis of Anglophone cultural texts.
For thesis writers on translation: at least 2 translation courses from our program or the
Translation and Interpretation Studies program in Cross-Cultural Studies Graduate
Program are required for translation theses.) The analysis must include:

i.  analysis of content

ii. justification of stylistic choices

iii. address previous translations of chosen text

iv. demonstrate a grasp of the translation theories used

v. analysis must be at least 25 pages

Main-body chapters —first draft (except introduction & conclusion) should be
completed at least one month before the projected defense.

A thesis proposal will be required, due in the end of the first week after the final exam
of the semester prior to the graduating semester. It will have to be approved by the
thesis director and the Chair, and should include at least (1) the research question, (2)
research plan/procedures, (3) preliminary research and writing schedule, and (4) a
preliminary bibliography (based on/expanded from the major exam bibliography).

Oral Defense:

A.

The oral exam committee: the committee must consist of 3~ 5 members and at least
1/3 of the committee should be faculty members external to Fu Jen Catholic
University. Approval for the composition of the exam committee should be passed
before end of the first week of their intended graduating semester. Committee
members may be changed if necessary.
Schedule: the oral exam should be complete before January 15 (Fall semester) or June
15 (Spring semester).
The penultimate draft for the committee should be finished at least two weeks prior to
the defense.  Students should inform the department office to apply for the contract
for committee members and arrange the oral defense.
The passing grade for oral exam is 70 out of a possible 100.
Students should finish the revision of thesis and the procedures for graduation within
3 months of oral exam.

15
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Students complete the program in 2.5 to 3 years. (For example, they may complete 9
credits during each of the first 3 semesters, minor exam at the beginning of the 3rd
semester, 3 credits plus major exam the 4th semester, and thesis during the 5th or 6th
semester.)

1. Learning Activities Over Three Years

1% year 2" year 3" year

18 credits 12 credits

-- Training in language skills, -- Development of possible -- Thesis writing and
research methodology, and thesis topics through Thesis Defense
literary analysis elective courses

-- Exploration in elective -- Thesis Seminar

courses Minor Exam & Major Exam by

the end of the 2™ year

2. Graduate Studies Schedule in a 2.5-3 Years’ Time Frame

1% Year S 2" year S 3" Year

Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring

Minor*

Thesis
Topic

Major
Exam

Proposal

Proposal May Oct
Defense June Jan

Thesis
Writing

Students are required to submit their thesis advisor choice and submit to the department
(or MA-Lit committee) and e-office their thesis plan before the end of the first semester of
their second year of studies.

16
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21 g #2422 3% The Department Thesis Project

Deadlines and Suggested Time Frame

Previous Semester

Graduating Semester

the week after final exam

the 1st week* 15 July

Proposal Defense

Finalized Proposal Thesis Defense

Suggested Thesis Writing Schedule

Deadlines

Minor Exam: Presenting a
paper

(Taking an exam, as one
of the two options)

Best--End of the first
Or-- end of the second year
End of the first year

Choosing a thesis topic

End of the first year

Finalizing the choices of
thesis topic and advisor

Better end of Fall semester of the second year

Major exam

The second year (better Fall semester)

Rule: Proposal submission

End of Sept, Dec, March and May (This is for the
convenience of the arrangement of defense twice a
semester)

Rule: Proposal Defense

End of the first week after the final exam of the
semester prior to the graduating semester.

The Committee Approval

End of the first week of their intended graduating
semester.

Main-Body Chapters —1st
draft (except introduction
& conclusion)

At least 1 month before the projected defense

Penultimate Draft for the
Committee

Two weeks prior to the defense.

Thesis Defense

Mid-July

17



Thesis Topic and Advisor Form (at E-Office)

SUBJECT : |

ADVISOR {5542 |

Committee Members - |
HEDE

Application Date - I

Exam Date - | Expected jl

Course Taken : |

Course to be Taken - |

A

18
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# % 3.4 % Study Plan

1.

B4 EnE B aARIEE T 0 3 E-office L 377 7 ARA % HEF A LV FRE o
Before course pre-registration, students must update their study plan at E-office
before getting their class advisor's or thesis advisor's approval of the pre-registration
form.

#h v dp HR31 4 Thesis Advising Checking List
Ak BIsgE o Bk X FHHm 8 0 0 E-office & 85 =3

A .

e To facilitate communication, MA students should work with their advisor on the

MA Thesis Advising Checklist uploaded in E-office; the file can be modified to
suit individual needs.

e  MA students should keep a record of their meetings with their advisors on the

MA Thesis Advising Checklist Calendar.

e Both files are to be kept at the “E-portfolio” space of E-office and to be shared

among MA students, their thesis advisors and the department office.

e  The department office will check if the forms are completed before graduation.
e  The department office can use the two forms for different types of reports and

also for improvement of thesis advising.

19
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Thesis Advising Checklist and Calendar

mlDept of English

Fu Jen Catholic University

# % 4o #4414 Thesis Advising Checklist

Thesis Advising Checklist

This form is for thesis advisees to understand their advisors work style.
It is not a contract.

Advisors need to revise their own styles based on the needs of individual cases.

A. Preparation

Face to Written Prep. Time Notes
Response & Needed

Face Email

Discussion | piscussion

Suggested Specify: 1 month
Oyes Ono Cldepends O no. of | 02 weeks
Answers times. 01 week.

Finding a
Direction &
Research Q

Major Exam

Thesis
Proposal

Proposal
Defense

Submitting
Proposal

B. Thesis Writing

Thesis Writing

Aspects to The advisor expects advisee to| The advisees appreciate help
work more independently on | esp. on:
Cover the following aspects:

O Language
O Language

20



Manuscript
Reading

Min. No. of
Drafts (per
chapter) before
Defense
Others

Argument

Theoretical Framework
Structure

Research

MLA/APA Format
Avoiding plagiarism

OOoO0oOooao

[J One Chapter a Time

O Every Two Chapters

O With outline(s)

0 Whenever you need help
O 2

O 3

O 4

O Argument

O Theoretical/Conceptual
Framework

Structure

Research

MLA/APA Format
Avoiding plagiarism

O0O0O0o

Prep. A month, two weeks,

Time one week.
Needed

Deadlines | Last draft

(time needed
before
defense)

2" to Last

21
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E Microsoft Excel - MA Advising Calendar zey.

H] BREE REE BRO A0 8RO IED FH0 O AEW HAEH  Adbe FDFE) WA R SRR r .8 X
NEE RS IRITE s LR 9. 8= sl Male: -off
¢ o . 10 =5 % 1 RS RN |
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A B C ] E F G H [ ~
Length of
Advising Date Discussion Time | Discussion Time | Discussion Time Types of
1 |Advisor [~|Advising Type [~ |(yyyy/mmidd) [~] from)  [+] [to) [+] (hr) [+] Response [~] [=]
0 01:00
2 | I
3 0 01:30
4 0 02:00
0 02:30
5 | I
0 03:00
6 I
7 0 03:30
8 0 04:00
g 0 04:30
] 05:00 F
10
11 0 05:30
0 06:00
12
13 0 06:30
14 0 07:00
15 0 07:30
16 0 08:00
17 0 08:30
18 0 09:00
19 0 09:30
20 0 10:00 s
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