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I. Introduction 

This is the very first time that I have taught anyone English. Even though I am 

an English major student and that I master English to some degree, it is hard to pass 

on the knowledge to others, especially the ones that are poor in English. Moreover, 

new skills and intelligence can be grasped through teaching. Therefore, I have 

decided to take this course to challenge myself by having a service teaching at 

Guo-Tai Elementary School in order to gain some teaching experience and help 

children to improve their English ability. 

 

II. Purposes 

This final paper aims to demonstrate the whole process of teaching at Guo-Tai 

Elementary School for eleven weeks. All the details, materials, lesson plans, teaching 

theories, and teaching methods would be included in the paper as well as the analysis 

of students’ performance and my reflection which covers suggestions for 

improvements would be mentioned in order to have a better teaching next time when 

there is another chance. 

 

III. My Students’ Pre-assessment Results 

1. Students’ Background and Personalities 

Since Anita and I co-taught together, we had 2 students in total. The first 

student was Jo, and she was a six grader. Jo had a certain English level that 

she was able to understand the basic grammar and vocabulary that were taught 

in school. Also, Jo was an extrovert that she tended to answer the questions 

first and that she was willing to speak and to repeat after us loudly. She was 

not afraid to make errors and even if she made a mistake, she would just laugh 

away. Therefore, Jo was a student with a good learning attitude. The other 
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student was Wendy, and she was a six grader as well. In fact, they were good 

friends and classmates. Unlike Jo, Wendy had a poor English ability that she 

could not pronounce most of the words correctly. It was because she was not 

familiar with the K.K. Phonetic Symbols. Furthermore, she was poor at 

memorizing vocabulary. Compared to Jo, Wendy was an introvert that she was 

shy to share her thoughts and to talk in class. With a lower English level, she 

was also in fear of making errors. However, with the help of Jo and the 

teachers, Wendy was encouraged to talk more in class. 

2. The Results of the Pre-assessment 

In the first class, Anita and I did not want to give the students too 

much pressure fearing that they would be anxious about the following classes. 

Therefore, we have decided to have an easy and active conversation with our 

students so that they would be excited about the classes in the next ten weeks. 

Most importantly, we wished that they could open their heart to us. It would 

be easier and more effective for the teaching since they would participate 

more in class.  

First of all, Anita and I introduced ourselves with some simple 

background information. Then, we asked them to introduce themselves as well. 

In order to know their English level and whether or not they have interest in 

English, we asked them about their performance in school, how they like 

English, do they go to cram school after class, and what are the topics they are 

interested in. And they said that they did not perform well in English class but 

they were not against learning English. Also, they mentioned that they had a 

lot of interest in eating. As a result, we decided to lower the level of the class 

and would mainly focus on topics of food and cultures.   
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IV. Theories Used 

Anita and I included four methods for teaching, which are Audio-lingual 

Method, Grammar-Translation Method, Content-based Instructions, and Task-based 

Instructions. The following bulleted list is the explanation for the methods used in the 

lesson. 

1. Audio-lingual Method 

A. The repetition drill is often applied in order to fit their English level 

and to strengthen their memorization of vocabulary so that it would be 

easier for them to remember new words.  

B. Teachers are considered orchestra leaders that control and direct 

student’s language behavior. Students would follow teachers’ 

directions and repeat after teachers. 

C. Most of the time, the interactions are between students and teachers.  

D. Information of different cultures are presented by teachers through 

dialogues. 

2. Grammar-Translation Method 

A. Sentence patterns, grammar points and vocabulary are required. 

B. Students study grammar in a deductive way. 

C. Grammar rules and examples are given to the students. 

D. Usually, teachers would pick on one sentence pattern because it would 

be difficult and impossible for students to memorize up to two 

sentence patterns in forty minutes. 

E. Teachers would explain the sentence structure to them first including 

the question and the answering section. 

F. Teachers would ask students to apply the vocabulary they have learned 

earlier into the sentence pattern. This way, they are able to review the 
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vocabulary once again and the teachers are also able to examine if they 

have absorbed the vocabulary or not. Meanwhile, new grammar is 

introduced to the students. This is a very practical teaching method for 

the students to learn grammar and vocabulary at the same time. 

G. Teachers would offer correct answers when students make errors or do 

not know the answers. 

3. Content-based Instructions 

A. Cultural content along with language could increase students’ interest 

and motivation in learning English. 

B. Language is a media to present different cultures and traditions. 

C. Students are able to understand the relevance of what they are learning. 

4. Task-based Instructions 

A. Final assessment is presented with a worksheet. 

B. Different kinds of questions and tasks are given in the worksheet for 

students to complete. For example, drawing, matching, 

fill-in-the-blank exercises, and full answer questions. 

C. Teachers would walk through the worksheet together with students to 

examine if they have absorbed the lessons taught throughout the whole 

semester. 

 

V. Teaching and Instructional Processes 

 On week 1, the goal was to get familiar with the students and to find out students’ 

English levels and their interests. It would be the best to know what kind of topics 

were motivated for them to learn English so that we would know how to prepare the 

class. 
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 On week 2 and 3, Anita and I decided to work on the K.K. Phonetic Symbols so 

that students could know the basic pronunciation rules. It would also be beneficial for 

not only following classes but also for students to study English on their own in the 

future. Moreover, we chose an easy online story to examine if they have grasped all 

the phonetic symbols. 

On week 4, Anita and I decided to introduce a Halloween song to the students 

since it happened to have Halloween on that week. Students would know the 

traditions of Halloween and the relevant vocabulary. 

On week 5 and 6, Anita and I decided to introduce the famous Taiwanese food to 

the students since they have mentioned that they were interested in eating. Students 

would know the ranking of some popular Taiwanese food and the vocabulary for 

them.  

On week 7 and 8, Anita and I decided to introduce Thanksgiving Day to the 

students since Thanksgiving is in November while the class was in November as well. 

Students would know the origin of Thanksgiving and the traditional food people 

would eat on that day and the relevant vocabulary. 

On week 9 and 10, Anita and I decided to introduce Christmas to the students 

since it was the month of December. Students would know different Christmas 

traditions in different countries and the relevant vocabulary. 

For the final week, Anita and I decided to have a wrap-up for the students to 

review what they have learned throughout the whole semester. Therefore, a worksheet 

was created for them to examine the learning results.  

 

VI. Seating Chart  

Since there are four people in total including two teachers and two students, 

teachers are seated across the students. It would be easier for teachers to assess what 
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students have said, respond to it immediately, and to show the teaching materials in 

this sitting position.  

 

 

VII. Reflections 

Even though Anita and I have applied several teaching methods in our 

teaching, we still encountered some difficulties during the teaching because of the 

inconsistent English level and different personalities of the students. After teaching at 

Guo-Tai Elementary School for eleven weeks, we have discovered that Jo, the student 

with better English ability and being an extrovert as well is more suitable to learn with 

Audio-lingual Method because she is more willing to speak, repeat the vocabulary, 

share her thoughts, and to answer questions. Grammar translation method is suitable 

for Jo as well because she never hesitates to talk even if she makes a mistake, she just 

lays it aside. However, for Wendy, the student with a much poor English ability and 

being an introvert at the same time, it is much more difficult to apply Audio-lingual 

Method to her since she cannot pronounce the vocabulary correctly. And she does not 

know the basic pronouncing rules so we have offered both students a sheet of K.K. 

Phonetic Symbols. Therefore, when Wendy encounters difficulties pronouncing the 

words, we would point out the relevant K.K. Phonetic Symbols on her worksheet to 

strengthen her memorization of K.K. Phonetic Symbols. Also, when Wendy is too shy 

and spends too much time to repeat what we have said, we would force her to speak 
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gently. By analyzing students’ performance and personalities, teachers can have a 

better insight of which teaching methods suits which kind of students. As a 

consequence, teaching quality can be improved next time. 

 

VIII. Conclusion  

 English teaching and learning have always been a difficult task for both teachers 

and students. It is particularly challenging for me since I have no teaching experiences 

at all. Moreover, it is an early morning class, which makes it even harder for students 

to pay full attention in class. Since English is not our native language, obstacles are 

commonly seen. However, English is a required skill in modern society due to 

globalization and advanced technology, which leads to easier access to foreign 

language learning. As a matter of fact, language is also a tool to explore different 

cultures, to broaden the horizons, and to learn different skills. English has become a 

must in order to be competitive in school and in life. By providing service teaching at 

Guo-Tai Elementary School, I wish that I have actually helped the students to 

improve their English abilities and even evoke their interest in further learning 

English on their own.  
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X. Lesson Plans and Appendix 

Lesson Plan #1 

Designers: Claire Chu and Anita Chen 

Target audience and Content: Sixth-grade students in elementary school 

Lerner Level: Intermediate 

Class Size: 2 students 

Class Length: 40 mins 

Terminal Objectives 

Students will be able to: 

 Recognize the K.K. Phonetic Symbols 

 Apply the K.K. Phonetic Symbols when reading 

 

Enabling Objectives 

Students will be able to: 

 Demonstrate the correct pronunciations of the K.K. Phonetic Symbols 

 Read out the story with the knowledge of K.K. Phonetic Symbols even when 

there are words they don’t know 
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Materials 

 Paper and pen 

 K.K. Phonetic Symbols handout (Appendix A) 

 Laptop 

 Online story  

 PPT slides (Appendix B) 

 

Time and Materials Procedures 

10 mins 

Appendix A  

(K.K. phonetic symbols handout) 

Online story  

(https://www.storyberries.com/bedtime-stories-busy-mother-hen-mo

thers-day-stories-for-kids/) 

Welcome 

 Ask 

about 

student

s’ 

weeken

d and 

how 

they 

spent it 

 Take 

attenda

nce 

Pre-task: 

Introduction 

https://www.storyberries.com/bedtime-stories-busy-mother-hen-mothers-day-stories-for-kids/
https://www.storyberries.com/bedtime-stories-busy-mother-hen-mothers-day-stories-for-kids/
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 Tell 

student

s they 

are 

going 

to 

watch 

an 

online 

story 

 Distrib

ute 

K.K. 

Phoneti

c 

Symbol

s 

handou

t 

(Appen

dix A) 

Stimulus 

material: 

Online story 

video  
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 Show 

entire 

video 

once 

through

; have 

student

s just 

watch, 

so they 

can 

have a 

general 

idea 

about 

the 

story 

 Ask 

student

s if 

they 

can 

express 

the 

content 
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of the 

story 

after 

watchi

ng 

20-25 mins 

Appendix A  

(K.K. Phonetic Symbols handout) 

Appendix B  

(PPT slides) 

Main Task: 

Reading and 

vocabulary 

learning 

 Introdu

ce K.K. 

Phoneti

c 

Symbol

s and 

how to 

pronou

nce 

them 

 Ask the 

student

s to 

read 

out the 

online 
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story 

with 

the 

applica

tion of 

the 

K.K. 

Phoneti

c 

Symbol

s 

 Introdu

ce the 

vocabu

lary in 

the 

story 

and 

teach 

some 

extende

d 

words 

3-5 mins Closure 

 Recap 
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the 

vocabu

lary 

(option

al: 

hangm

an) 

 Ask 

student

s 

whethe

r they 

have 

questio

ns 

Extra-Classw

ork 

 Ask 

student

s to 

review 

the 

K.K. 

Phoneti
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c 

Symbol

s at 

home 

and tell 

them 

we will 

have 

questio

ns for 

them in 

the 

followi

ng 

week 

 

Appendix A 
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Appendix B 
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Lesson Plan #2 

Designers: Claire Chu and Anita Chen 

Target audience and Content: Sixth-grade students in elementary school 
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Lerner Level: Intermediate 

Class Size: 2 students 

Class Length: 40 mins 

Terminal Objectives 

Students will be able to: 

 Apply the vocabulary in their daily lives 

 Have a concept about Halloween  

 

Enabling Objectives 

Students will be able to: 

 Read out the lyrics and remember the words in the song 

 Identify the meaning of each lyrics  

 Recognize the tradition of Halloween through the song 

Materials 

 Paper and pen 

 “Trick or Treat” song from YouTube 

 Laptop 

 PPT slides (Appendix C) 

 

Time and Materials Procedures 

10 mins Welcome 
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(“Trick or Treat”) 

https://youtu.be/PK8F6Ih_9lY 

 

 Take attendance 

 Ask students what they know about 

Halloween 

Pre-task: Introduction 

 Tell students they are going to listen to a 

song about Halloween 

Stimulus material: Halloween Song “Trick or 

Treat” from YouTube 

 Show the entire song once and have students 

just watch, so they can recognize the lyrics 

and the melody 

 Ask students if they can express the content 

of the story after watching it 

20-25 mins 

 

Appendix C 

(PPT slides) 

Main Task: Reading and vocabulary learning 

 Ask the students to read the lyrics 

 Introduce the vocabulary of the lyrics 

3-5 mins Closure 

 Recap the vocabulary  

 Ask students whether they have questions 

Extra-Classwork 

 Ask students to review the vocabulary at 

https://youtu.be/PK8F6Ih_9lY
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home and tell them we will have questions 

for them in the following week 

 

Appendix C 
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Lesson Plan #3 

Designers: Claire Chu and Anita Chen 

Target audience and Content: Sixth-grade students in elementary school 

Lerner Level: Intermediate 
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Class Size: 2 students 

Class Length: 40 mins 

Terminal Objectives 

Students will be able to: 

 Recognize the vocabulary of famous Taiwanese food 

 Apply the vocabulary in their daily lives  

 

Enabling Objectives 

Students will be able to: 

 Pronounce the vocabulary of famous Taiwanese food 

 Memorize the vocabulary of famous Taiwanese food by playing Bingo 

 Practice the vocabulary with sentence patterns 

 Identify the traditions of Taiwanese food culture 

Materials 

 Paper and pen 

 Laptop 

 PPT slides (Appendix D) 

 

Time and 

Materials 

Procedures Method/ Theory used 
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1116 

0750-0755 

(5 mins) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome 

 Take attendance 

 Ask students how much they 

know about Taiwanese food 

Pre-task: Introduction 

 Tell students they are going to 

learn 15 famous Taiwanese 

dishes 

 Make them guess which 

Taiwanese food are listed 

 

1116 

0755-0820 

(25 mins) 

 

Appendix D 

(PPT slides) 

Main Task (Part 1): Vocabulary 

learning and oral practice 

 Ask the students to pronounce 

the vocabulary 

 Introduce the vocabulary of 

famous Taiwanese food 

 Audio-lingual 

method 

(Repetition Drill) 

 

1116 

0820-0830 

(10 mins) 

Closure 

 Recap the vocabulary (optional: 

Bingo game) 

 Ask students whether they have 

questions 

Extra-Classwork 

 Ask students to review the 
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vocabulary at home and tell 

them we will ask them how to 

pronounce the vocabulary we 

teach in the following week 

1123 

0750-0800 

(10 mins) 

Welcome 

 Greeting 

 Take attendance 

[Review] 

 Ask them what they remember 

 Recap the vocabulary learned 

last week 

 Audio-lingual 

method 

(Repetition Drill) 

1123 

0800-0825 

(25 mins) 

 

Appendix D 

(PPT slides)  

Main Task 1(Part 2): Vocabulary 

learning and oral practice 

 Ask the students to pronounce 

the vocabulary 

 Introduce the vocabulary of 

famous Taiwanese food 

Main Task 2: patterns practice 

 Teach a sentence: My favorite 

food is _______. 

 Ask them to fill in the blank and 

read aloud 

 

 Audio-lingual 

method (Repetition 

Drill) 

 Grammar 

Translation Method 
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1123 

0825-0830 

(5 mins) 

Closure 

 Recap the vocabulary and 

sentence (optional: Bingo game) 

 Ask students whether they have 

questions 

Extra-Classwork 

 Ask students to review the 

vocabulary at home and tell 

them we will use bingo game to 

recap those we teach in the 

following week 

 

 

 

Appendix D 
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Lesson Plan #4 

Designers: Claire Chu and Anita Chen 

Target audience and Content: Sixth-grade students in elementary school 
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Lerner Level: Intermediate 

Class Size: 2 students 

Class Length: 40 mins 

Terminal Objectives 

Students will be able to: 

 Recognize the vocabulary of food for Thanksgiving Day 

 Apply the vocabulary in their daily lives  

 

Enabling Objectives 

Students will be able to: 

 Pronounce the vocabulary of food for Thanksgiving Day and the ingredients 

needed 

 Practice the vocabulary with sentence patterns 

 Learn the traditions of Thanksgiving Day 

Materials 

 Paper and pen 

 Laptop 

 PPT slides (Appendix E) 

 

Time and 

Materials 

Procedures Method/ Theory used 
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1130 

0750-075

5 

(5 mins) 

 

 

 

Welcome 

 Take attendance 

 Ask students how much they know 

about Thanksgiving Day 

 

Pre-task: Introduction 

 Tell students they are going to learn four 

traditional Thanksgiving Day dishes  

 

Stimulus material: A YouTube video 

introducing the origin of Thanksgiving Day 

 Show the video to the students, so they 

can have a brief but clear understanding 

about Thanksgiving Day 

Note (YouTube video link):  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VvzMp5W

Ujls  

 

1130 

0755-082

0  

(25 mins) 

 

Appendix 

E  

(PPT 

Main Task (Part 1): Vocabulary learning and 

oral practice 

 Ask the students to pronounce the 

vocabulary 

 Introduce the vocabulary of food for 

Thanksgiving Day and the ingredients 

needed 

 Audio-lingual 

method 

(Repetition Drill) 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VvzMp5WUjls
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VvzMp5WUjls
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slides) 

1130 

0820-083

0  

(10 mins) 

Closure 

 Recap the vocabulary 

 Ask students whether they have 

questions 

Extra-Classwork 

 Ask students to review the vocabulary at 

home and tell them we will ask them 

how to pronounce the vocabulary we 

teach in the following week 

 

1207 

0750-080

0 

(10 mins) 

Welcome 

 Greeting 

 Take attendance 

[Review] 

 Ask them what they remember 

 Recap the vocabulary learned last week 

 Audio-lingual 

method 

(Repetition Drill) 

1207 

0800-082

5  

(25 mins) 

Main Task 1(Part 2): Vocabulary learning 

and oral practice 

 Ask the students to pronounce the 

vocabulary 

 Audio-lingual 

method 

(Repetition Drill) 

 Grammar- 
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Appendix 

E  

(PPT 

slides)  

 Introduce the vocabulary of food for 

Thanksgiving Day and the ingredients 

needed 

 

Main Task 2: patterns practice 

 Teach sentences: We want to eat 

_______ on Thanksgiving Day. We have 

to prepare _______. 

 Ask them to fill in the blank and read 

aloud 

 

Translation 

Method 

1207 

0825-083

0 

(5 mins) 

Closure 

 Recap the vocabulary and sentence  

 Ask students whether they have 

questions 

Extra-Classwork 

 Ask students to review the vocabulary at 

home and tell them we will ask them 

how to pronounce the vocabulary we 

teach in the following week 

 

 

Appendix E 
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Lesson Plan #5 

Designers: Claire Chu and Anita Chen 

Target audience and Content: Sixth-grade students in elementary school 

Lerner Level: Intermediate 



 

 

54 

 

Class Size: 2 students 

Class Length: 40 mins 

Terminal Objectives 

Students will be able to: 

 Recognize the vocabulary of traditions for Christmas in different countries 

 Apply the vocabulary in their daily lives  

 

Enabling Objectives 

Students will be able to: 

 Pronounce the vocabulary of traditions for Christmas in different countries  

 Practice the vocabulary with sentence patterns 

 Match Christmas traditions to the countries  

Materials 

 Paper and pen 

 Laptop 

 PPT slides (Appendix F) 

 

Time and 

Materials 

Procedures Method/ Theory used 
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1214 

0750-0755 

(5 mins) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome 

 Take attendance 

 Ask students how much they know 

about Christmas 

 

Pre-task: Introduction 

 Tell students they are going to learn 

Christmas traditions in the US, the 

UK and Australia. 

 

Stimulus material: A website introducing 

the Christmas traditions 

 Show the website to the students, so 

they can have a brief but clear 

understanding about Christmas. 

Note (Website link): 

https://www.whychristmas.com/cultures/  

 

1214 

0755-0820 

(25 mins) 

 

Appendix 

F (PPT 

slides) 

Main Task (Part 1): Vocabulary learning 

and oral practice 

 Ask the students to pronounce the 

vocabulary 

 Introduce the vocabulary of 

Christmas traditions in different 

countries  

 Audio-lingual 

method 

(Repetition Drill) 

 

https://www.whychristmas.com/cultures/
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1214 

0820-0830 

(10 mins) 

Closure 

 Recap the vocabulary 

 Ask students whether they have 

questions 

Extra-Classwork 

 Ask students to review the 

vocabulary at home and tell them we 

will ask them how to pronounce the 

vocabulary we teach in the following 

week 

 

1221 

0750-0800 

(10 mins) 

Welcome 

 Greeting 

 Take attendance 

[Review] 

 Ask them what they remember 

 Recap the vocabulary learned last 

week 

 Audio-lingual 

method 

(Repetition Drill) 

1221 

0800-0825 

(25 mins) 

 

Appendix 

F (PPT 

Main Task 1(Part 2): Vocabulary 

learning and oral practice 

 Ask the students to pronounce the 

vocabulary 

 Introduce the vocabulary of 

Christmas traditions in different 

 Audio-lingual 

method 

(Repetition Drill) 

 Grammar 

Translation 

Method 
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slides)  countries 

Main Task 2: patterns practice 

 Teach sentences: 

 (Ving/ N) is the tradition people would do 

on Christmas in (country). 

 Ask them to fill in the blank and read 

aloud 

1221 

0825-0830 

(5 mins) 

Closure 

 Identify which tradition belongs to 

which country (Matching game) 

 Recap the vocabulary and sentence 

(Completing sentence) 

 Ask students whether they have 

questions 

Extra-Classwork 

 Ask students to review the 

vocabulary at home  

 Tell them we will wrap up all the 

lessons we taught in the following 

week 

 

 

Appendix F 
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G. Worksheet 
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H. A Picture of the certificate from Guo-Tai Elementary School 

 


