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Introduction: Motivation and Background of Taking This Course 

  Since I graduated from high school and got admitted to my dream college and 

dream department, which was English Department of Fu Jen University, I realized that job 

experience is important in nowadays society. Therefore, I found a part-time job near my home 

and started working there until now. The boss was a very clever and open-minded person, when 

he knew that I am an English major student, he immediately hire me to be his children’s English 

tutor, and that started my English teaching journey. I had been taught by several tutors along my 

student life, and most of them were college students. But this was the very first time that I am 

teaching and that a student’s learning motivation after might be under my influence. As I taught 

and adjust my teaching, gradually I was improving. However, I knew this was not enough. And 

that is one of the reasons why I wanted to apply for this course—to improve my teaching ability. 

  Yet, that was not the only reason I wanted to participate this course. Another 

reason is that because my mother is an elementary school teacher, and she has been performing 

really well and got many rewards as a teacher. She set a good model to me. As well as many of 

my other family members told me that I should be like my mother, this family expectation made 

me want to be as professional as my mother is. Aside from that, I believe that this is also an 

opportunity for me to explore my interest since I have not find self-satisfaction in college, and 

teaching might happen to be the one thing I could feel myself valuable.   

  



 

Purpose: What This Portfolio Will Include and Show 

  This portfolio includes the theories Professor Doris taught in class and what I had 

used in my teaching process, as well as a brief introduction of my student at Guo-Tai Elementary 

School and my actual remedial instruction. Afterwards reflection is also demonstrated in this 

portfolio. 

  



 

My Student’s Learning Motivation 

  When me and my student met for the first time, we briefly introduced ourselves to 

each other, telling each other what to we like to do in our free time and what are we expecting in 

our later meetings. From the introduction, I knew that his English name is Hamish, and he is 

currently in third grade. Then I did a mini survey (designed by R.C. Gardner) on my student’s 

learning motivation and find that he has very low interest in learning, not just in English area but 

also in other subjects. His attitude towards English is kind of resistant and according to him, 

anything related to English just bores him. After a few classes, I can tell that he is very unwilling 

to come to class by always coming late and easily distracted by things around him or sometimes 

being absent-minded.  

 



 

Teaching and Instructional Processes 

  Initially, I planned to teach my student things that are not taught in the textbook, 

for example, relative names, names of the months and how to tell the time, etc. I was wishing 

that I could let him learn from current events and provide him with some national or global news. 

Or even he could learn from anything that is associated with his hobby, which he would probably 

have more interest in. However, after about two lessons and I found that he left far behind the 

school’s schedule and his English level is below average. Instead of teaching him new things, I 

chose to just focus on the textbook and catch up with the school’s teaching. 

  Sometimes when my student looked bored or was about to be absent-minded, I 

would try to integrate some games into my teaching to cheer him up, for example, Bingo or Tic-

Tac-Toe, etc. Also, when it was Christmas week, I design an activity to get away from the boring 

textbook a little while—drawing together. I asked him to draw a Christmas tree; some presents 

and candy cane, reindeer and Santa Claus in his imagination. I believe we both find it interesting 

to draw together and it was touching to see how innocent the child is from his drawing. 

  In our last meeting, I gave him some chocolate and candies as a positive 

reinforcement. I said to him that I wish him all the best in his life and that his English does not 

necessarily have to be like me but I sincerely hope not to see him give up on English.  

  



 

Theories Used 

  There are three theories that I adopt for my teaching. The first one was The Silent 

Way, which uses a mixture of silence and gesture to focus the student’s attention. Also, 

pronunciation exercise is what this method emphasizes on. But instead of directly telling the 

student how the word pronounce, this method wants the student to produce language in their own 

time which helps improve the student’s problem solving and discovery learning ability. Me and 

my student spend quite amount of time on reading out the words because he always forget how a 

specific word pronounce. The second one was the Whole Language method, which emphasize on 

learning the meaning of reading and self-directed learning. In this method, intensive use of 

parallel texts is used to deepen the student’s impression and to let the student take responsibility 

of his/her own understanding. Adopting this method, I gave quizzes each time to test if he gets 

the meaning of each word, and if he forgets he will have to figure it out by himself, I could only 

give him hints on where to find them. Lastly, The Audio-lingual Method was used in my 

teaching. It requires students to be imitators and focus on learning the sentence pattern and 

grammar as well as repetition-based tasks. Me and my student did a lot of exercise either on 

pronunciation or spelling each time since there was no difficult grammar being taught in the third 

grade.  

  



 

Discussion and Reflections 

  After all these weeks of teaching, working with Hamish was a bit tiring. I can still 

recall at the first few classes, he was always looking away and not focusing on the textbook, and 

he will start picking his nose, acting like he do not care a thing. There was one time when I try to 

integrate some physical activities into the teaching, I asked him to go around the classroom and 

ask for other instructors’ names. He then got angry at me and yelled to me, ”I just don't want to, 

what are you going to do with me?” However, the difficulties and frustration I received from this 

experience reminds me of the point of this “remedial teaching” that we are not expecting top 

students. Just like our own student life, there were students that were so good at studying and 

always study hard, yet there were students that just aren’t so interested in learning but they 

already tried their best. So was myself, I was the kind of students that is not motivated but along 

my way of pursuing knowledge, none of my teachers gave up on me nor got defeated by my bad 

learning attitude. This student I met in Guo-Tai Elementary School is kind of reflecting myself. 

And I really hope he would encounter all good teachers along his student life.  

  



 

Conclusion 

  Before the whole program started, I was really nervous especially because we are 

representing our department and our school. I wanted to leave good impression to my students 

and be friends with them. As the instruction went, I have to admit that I was a bit overwhelmed 

by how bad a student’s attitude could be toward their teacher and how unmotivated a student 

could possibly be. But I still see this as a wonderful opportunity to examine myself. To check if 

as a student I am doing professionally and as a teaching I am giving out my best. This experience 

to me is so precious that words cannot describe. Though I am not sure if Hamish has learned 

anything from me but I am sure that he did teach me something that I have never realized before 

and as well improved my patience. 
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Introduction: Motivation and Background of Taking This Course

		Since I graduated from high school and got admitted to my dream college and dream department, which was English Department of Fu Jen University, I realized that job experience is important in nowadays society. Therefore, I found a part-time job near my home and started working there until now. The boss was a very clever and open-minded person, when he knew that I am an English major student, he immediately hire me to be his children’s English tutor, and that started my English teaching journey. I had been taught by several tutors along my student life, and most of them were college students. But this was the very first time that I am teaching and that a student’s learning motivation after might be under my influence. As I taught and adjust my teaching, gradually I was improving. However, I knew this was not enough. And that is one of the reasons why I wanted to apply for this course—to improve my teaching ability.

		Yet, that was not the only reason I wanted to participate this course. Another reason is that because my mother is an elementary school teacher, and she has been performing really well and got many rewards as a teacher. She set a good model to me. As well as many of my other family members told me that I should be like my mother, this family expectation made me want to be as professional as my mother is. Aside from that, I believe that this is also an opportunity for me to explore my interest since I have not find self-satisfaction in college, and teaching might happen to be the one thing I could feel myself valuable.  




Purpose: What This Portfolio Will Include and Show

		This portfolio includes the theories Professor Doris taught in class and what I had used in my teaching process, as well as a brief introduction of my student at Guo-Tai Elementary School and my actual remedial instruction. Afterwards reflection is also demonstrated in this portfolio.




My Student’s Learning Motivation

		When me and my student met for the first time, we briefly introduced ourselves to each other, telling each other what to we like to do in our free time and what are we expecting in our later meetings. From the introduction, I knew that his English name is Hamish, and he is currently in third grade. Then I did a mini survey (designed by R.C. Gardner) on my student’s learning motivation and find that he has very low interest in learning, not just in English area but also in other subjects. His attitude towards English is kind of resistant and according to him, anything related to English just bores him. After a few classes, I can tell that he is very unwilling to come to class by always coming late and easily distracted by things around him or sometimes being absent-minded. 



Teaching and Instructional Processes

		Initially, I planned to teach my student things that are not taught in the textbook, for example, relative names, names of the months and how to tell the time, etc. I was wishing that I could let him learn from current events and provide him with some national or global news. Or even he could learn from anything that is associated with his hobby, which he would probably have more interest in. However, after about two lessons and I found that he left far behind the school’s schedule and his English level is below average. Instead of teaching him new things, I chose to just focus on the textbook and catch up with the school’s teaching.

		Sometimes when my student looked bored or was about to be absent-minded, I would try to integrate some games into my teaching to cheer him up, for example, Bingo or Tic-Tac-Toe, etc. Also, when it was Christmas week, I design an activity to get away from the boring textbook a little while—drawing together. I asked him to draw a Christmas tree; some presents and candy cane, reindeer and Santa Claus in his imagination. I believe we both find it interesting to draw together and it was touching to see how innocent the child is from his drawing.

		In our last meeting, I gave him some chocolate and candies as a positive reinforcement. I said to him that I wish him all the best in his life and that his English does not necessarily have to be like me but I sincerely hope not to see him give up on English. 




Theories Used

		There are three theories that I adopt for my teaching. The first one was The Silent Way, which uses a mixture of silence and gesture to focus the student’s attention. Also, pronunciation exercise is what this method emphasizes on. But instead of directly telling the student how the word pronounce, this method wants the student to produce language in their own time which helps improve the student’s problem solving and discovery learning ability. Me and my student spend quite amount of time on reading out the words because he always forget how a specific word pronounce. The second one was the Whole Language method, which emphasize on learning the meaning of reading and self-directed learning. In this method, intensive use of parallel texts is used to deepen the student’s impression and to let the student take responsibility of his/her own understanding. Adopting this method, I gave quizzes each time to test if he gets the meaning of each word, and if he forgets he will have to figure it out by himself, I could only give him hints on where to find them. Lastly, The Audio-lingual Method was used in my teaching. It requires students to be imitators and focus on learning the sentence pattern and grammar as well as repetition-based tasks. Me and my student did a lot of exercise either on pronunciation or spelling each time since there was no difficult grammar being taught in the third grade. 




Discussion and Reflections

		After all these weeks of teaching, working with Hamish was a bit tiring. I can still recall at the first few classes, he was always looking away and not focusing on the textbook, and he will start picking his nose, acting like he do not care a thing. There was one time when I try to integrate some physical activities into the teaching, I asked him to go around the classroom and ask for other instructors’ names. He then got angry at me and yelled to me, ”I just don't want to, what are you going to do with me?” However, the difficulties and frustration I received from this experience reminds me of the point of this “remedial teaching” that we are not expecting top students. Just like our own student life, there were students that were so good at studying and always study hard, yet there were students that just aren’t so interested in learning but they already tried their best. So was myself, I was the kind of students that is not motivated but along my way of pursuing knowledge, none of my teachers gave up on me nor got defeated by my bad learning attitude. This student I met in Guo-Tai Elementary School is kind of reflecting myself. And I really hope he would encounter all good teachers along his student life. 




Conclusion

		Before the whole program started, I was really nervous especially because we are representing our department and our school. I wanted to leave good impression to my students and be friends with them. As the instruction went, I have to admit that I was a bit overwhelmed by how bad a student’s attitude could be toward their teacher and how unmotivated a student could possibly be. But I still see this as a wonderful opportunity to examine myself. To check if as a student I am doing professionally and as a teaching I am giving out my best. This experience to me is so precious that words cannot describe. Though I am not sure if Hamish has learned anything from me but I am sure that he did teach me something that I have never realized before and as well improved my patience.
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