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To those who buillt the villages with blood, sweat and tear.






IN3ILNOD §}:*m

W
Nt
v\r—

Sak AW
ﬂl l‘." //’//{ /]

. FpE Preface

AFE o F R A

. BT Matsu New Village
. FEJt A Sianguang 2nd Village
. ELEM Zhong-Zhen New Village

- BENHEE BN > 5 AYE The Story of Mr. &
Mrs. Tong-Luguang 3rd Village

FH



oA

Preface

TR AR ZFE 0 TAFERE) o ) B E ARV SO E - sk T
TREY TAME A BREETERE R FAAERY L3 EFLAR  TER ) BBy TP SRR
inland China. Since then, military dependents’ villages have become places where they live for over half

a century with endless homesickness.
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Preface

Chinese Civil War marked a major turning point in modern

Chinese history. With the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) gaining control of
mainland China and establishing the People’s Republic of China (PRC) in 1949,
the Kuomintang (KMT)-led government of the Republic of China (ROC) was
forced to retreat to Taiwan. Millions of people left their home and travelled
across the ocean, and became a “Lost Generation”. Few years later, these
“mainlanders” put down their roots here in Taiwan when they realized that
there was little hope of retaking mainland China. Since then, military

dependents’ villages have become places where they live for over half a

century with endless homesickness.
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Military dependents’ villages are
communities in Taiwan that were built for
soldiers of the Republic of China Armed Forces
from mainland China and their dependents.
They are also places where the first, second, and
even the third generation of mainlanders hold
collective memory. These villages bring new life
into Taiwanese culture and certainly have an
significant meaning in modern Taiwanese

history.

Today, with the development of cities, a lot
of the villages were forced to be demolished
and relocated. In addition, the young generation
turns to the city in order to earn a living, while
the veterans that keep those memories of life in
the villages are getting older each day; life in the
military dependents’ villages has changed, and
the good old days have vanished in a puff of
smoke. In the past, people can talk to each
other simply through the opened doors; now,
that kind of warmness has been replaced by the
public housing with the doors tightly shut.
Nowadays, among hundreds of the remaining
villages, a lot of them have been left

abandoned.
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As these military dependents’ villages that have recorded the Taiwan’s

history are gradually forgotten with time, the preservation of this culture is
needed to be called for. Taoyuan, although does not have the most military
dependents’ villages, is served as a significant city in protecting this
culture. Therefore, we went on a journey, traveling along the Matsu New
Village, Zhong-zhen Village, Luguang 3rd Village, and Sianguang 2nd Village
in Taoyuan, trying to recall the memories of the history. Through this book,
we hope to arouse the awareness of the young generation of this valuable
culture, and further to protect it; meanwhile, we hope to bring this
remarkable culture to the international stage. Thus, let’s look forward to
another spring of the military dependents’ villages, which may bring them

to life again.
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Built in Zhongli District of Taoyuan in 1957, Matsu New Village was the
first military dependents’ village in Longgang. It was not named because the
residents there came from Matsu, but because the place functioned as housing
for the families of soldiers who were assigned to defend in Matsu. They were
allocated to 84 army major-general level officers and lower ranking officers, as
well as their dependents. At first, it was planned to have 76 households; finally,

the number of residents expanded to 210 households.

Activity centers, assembly halls, community parks, sports fields, pavilions,
and other public facilities were gradually added which formed a self-sufficient
military dependents' village. What makes Matsu New Village different from
other military dependents’ villages is that the village built using a grid plan, with
an octagonal pavilion situated in the center of the village. For decades, there
were so many generals, colonels, captains and lieutenants have lived here that

the village was even honored as a “starry village”.
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When the residents gradually moved to the renovated Luguang Fifth

Village, the Department of Cultural Affairs of Taoyuan City Government began
to promote the preservation of military dependents’ villages. In 2004, it was
listed as a historical site and elevated to the status of a cultural heritage. It was
also selected by the Ministry of National Defense as one of the 13 military
dependents' village cultural preservation areas in Taiwan in 2012. Today, 44

households are preserved as people can visit there and experience the precious

culture.
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On May 12, 2018, we visited the starry Matsu New Village for the first time. It
seemed that the village was still under construction, and the workers who was

resting under the tree allowed us to enter in.

In the spring-like warmth of sun, we walked along the street and found house
no.19. When we looked at the board outside the house, we were both moved by
its story. The house was the home of the last village chief, who watched his
villagers moving out one after another. He waited until the last villager left, and
then he also left the place where he had lived for his whole life forever. After the
residents moved out, those old banyan trees become the last group of villagers
here. They have once witnessed the shining stars rising to the sky of Matsu New

Village, but now watching these stars falling down to the ground.
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Gratefully, Matsu New Village is now
developing into a cultural and creative park
in the hope that the preservation of military
dependents’ village can become more lively.
Apart from hosting events such as film
festivals and military dependents’ village
culture festivals, the activity center of Matsu
New Village has been transformed into
Taoyuan Arts Cinema. It has become the
place where many classic Taiwanese films
and movies were shot in, and cultural
exhibitions are regularly held. Some parts of
the village are still under construction, and
will be opened for whole areas in 2019. Let’s
look forward to the new appearance of
Matsu New Village, and let the stars light up

the sky once again!
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The name of military dependents’ villages are closely

related to the identity of the villagers. As mentioned, Matsu New Village was
named because the villagers were the dependents of soldiers who were assigned
to defend in Matsu, and the residents in Sianguang 2nd Village were the families
of military police. As for Zhong-Zhen New Village, the name was given by
government in honor of a group of loyal warriors who fought courageously for our
country in foreign lands. After the Civil War ended, they were allocated to this
village and put down their roots in the small island with their families.

The village name Zhong-Zhen means loyal and devoted in Chinese, and it has a
story written with blood and tears. During the latter period of Chinese Civil War,
the ROC government moved to Taiwan; however, one of the forces stayed behind
on the boundary of Yunnan province and Myanmar. Although they once protected
the place successfully, they were still forced to retreat to Taiwan under
international pressure.

In 1954, the soldiers left the battlefield and came to Taiwan. Despite the fact
that they were like heroes of the country, they did not have good living conditions

in Taiwan originally. To improve the situation, the government constructed a

village for them in Longgang and named it “Zhong-Zhen New Village”.
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The relationship between the residents was so close because they all
experienced a drift from Yunnan to Taiwan, and this is also the reason they

turned the village into a place that’s similar to their hometown. As a result,
a lot of people call this place  “Yunnan Village”. The villagers brought their

culture and food to the village; migan, mixian, baba, just to name a few, can
be found everywhere around Zhong-Zhen New Village. What’s more,
Zhong-Zhen Market has become the biggest assembly point of Yunnan
delicacies. In the beginning, the residents made a living by cooking their

hometown foods and selling them near the village. This is the origin of

Zhong-Zhen Market, and it gradually forms a unique culture of this place.
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It was at noon when we arrived at Zhong-Zhen market, and the street was

jam-packed with tourists who were also there to look for Yunnan delicacies.
Actually, Zhong-Zhen market looks just like any traditional market in Taiwan; a
lot of special ingredients and foods from Yunnan and Myanmar can only be
found here, however, which makes the market irreplaceable in Taiwanese
culture.

In order to find the most representative food in Zhong-Zhen New Village,
we walked slowly in the market and finally found the well-known “National

Flag House”.



There are over 10000 national flags hanging over the small restaurant and places
surrounding the local landmark. There was a long line in the restaurant, and the
customers were looking forward to tasting migan and mixian. Unfortunately, we
were unable to see the owner, Chang Lao-wang at that time. Chang is son of a
retired military officer who led KMT Nationalist troops into exile on the border
between Yunnan and Myanmar during the Chinese civil war. During the war,
Chang’s mother made a national flag for the troops to hang in a fixed location so
that the soldiers, often scattered during battles, would know where to find their
comrades. Whenever Chang sees the national flag, he always thinks of his parents
and those turbulent years; the flag meant so much to him that he bought lots of
national flags to decorate his store. When people go dining in the restaurant,

they can certainly feel his passion for the country.
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Special delicacies will definitely come up to people’s mind when it comes to

military dependents’ villages; beef noodles, Chinese chives pocket, braised pork
balls with brown sauce, to name a few, are some most famous food that come
from military dependents’ villages. People should also try some local cuisines if
they visit Zhong-Zhen market. As we mentioned above, National Flag House
provides people with several kinds of Yunnan delicacies that cannot be found in
other places. Migan and mixian are like Taiwanese rice noodles, but they are
softer than rice noodles and the flavour tastes more sour. Sliced Pork with
Special Sauce is a great dish for summer days because the sauce is really
appetizing. When we were lining up to order our food, a man behind us said that
he had been looking for these food in other places for so long. He could finally

come back here and enjoy the taste that only exists in his childhood memories!
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In spite of such a special culture, Zhong-Zhen New Village was still
demolished and the villagers were forced to relocate to nearby places in 2005.
Nearly all parts of the village disappeared except the market. The stories
written with blood and tears seems vanishing, and the old memories is also
disappearing with tall buildings and stores are constructed around the village.

Comparing with Matsu New Village, Sianguang 2nd Village and the History
Museum in Luguang 3rd Village, there is no building under preservation and no

museum has been built. It’s such a shame that the awareness of protecting the

culture is so weak.




Hopefully, villagers in Zhong-Zhen New Village think of a way to
preserve their precious culture and tradition. Longgong Rice Noodle Festival
has taken place here since 2011, and people can experience Yunnan culture
through different events like workshops, exhibitions, and food stands. It is
the difficult time they had been through together that makes the coherence
of the village strong. Today, Longgong Rice Noodle Festival has integrated
with Yunnan Torch Festival and Songkran, the Thai New Year’s national
holiday. It has become an important cultural event in Taoyuan, and even
reaches to the global stage. The festival offers hope for the villagers that
their culture will carry through from generation to generation, and the

Zhong-Zhen spirit will exist in people’s mind forever.
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To those who were born after 90’s, the culture of military dependents’
village is perhaps something they’re not unfamiliar with, for that they have never
felt the pain and depression brought by the wars, nor experienced the bitterness
of poverty. Yet, the culture brought by military dependants’ village can be seen
everywhere in our daily life; we eat the food from the village, see the TV series
and dramas that talk about the stories of villagers, and we even walk past the old
houses of the village everyday. Yet, most of us know nothing about this precious
culture.

We should remember that the military dependent’s village was born because
of those villagers. Thus, in the culture of military dependent’s village, the
memory created by the villagers is probably the most valuable part. Recently,
there are some people advocate the policy of “inhabit to protect.” As for
Taoyuan, as one of the important village keeper among all the counties, the most
important action that should be taken right away should be renewed the village
with vitality brought by “people”--people should get the chance to live in the

village in person and experience the life as villagers in order to truly understand

this culture.




Nowadays, with supports from many people and governments, the once
faded culture of military dependent’s village in Taoyuan is gradually known by
not only the Taiwanese but the world. As people can know more about this

irreplaceable part of Taiwan history, spring of military dependent’s village will

surely be back once again.
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BEAEE Matsu New Village

Add.:

No.155, Longji 2nd St., Zhongli Dist.,
Taoyuan City

Opening hours: 9:00-17:00 (closed on
Mondays)

Tel.: (03) 284-1866

Bt AT Sianguang 2 nd Village

Add.:

No.155, Ln. 138, Datong Rd., Guishan D
Taoyuan City

Opening hours: 9:00-17:30 (closed on

Sunday to Tuesday)
Tel.: (03) 319-7132

B EPR Zhong-Zhen New Village (Zhong-

Zhen Market)

Add.:

No.1, Ln. 160, Longdong Rd., Zhongli Dist.,
Taoyuan City

Opening hours: 6:00-15:00

FEYE =4} Luguang 3 rd Village (History

Museum)

Add.:

No.43, Guangfeng Rd., Guishan Dist.,
Taoyuan City

Opening hours: 10:00-18:00 (closed on Monday
and Tuesday)

Tel.: (03) 329-6662






