SER S AERY SR SE EECE X S S
ENGLISH DEPARTMENT, FU JEN CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY
GRADUATION PROJECT 2018

LR SR e
Dr. Doris Shih

The Challenges of Cross Cultural Romance in Taiwan:
Perspectives from College Students

g 4 85 4 s &
Monica Ju-Min Ma



Monica Ma 403110620
Ms. Doris Shih

English Composition 111, B
18 June 2017

Research Report Draft 4

The Challenges of Cross Cultural Romance in Taiwan: Perspectives from College Students
Purpose: The study attempts to find out the perspectives of college students in Taiwan
regarding their views on Cross Cultural Relationship and on the issue of Caucasian males
dating with Asian females and Asian males dating with Caucasian females.

Audience: Taiwanese college students
l. Introduction

A. The globalization has become universally, thus without a doubt that Taiwan will
be facing with the fact that more and more foreigners come here for work or study.

B. The registered interracial marriages in Taiwan have been increased from 7.8% in
1998 to 15.9% in 2003 (Skowronski et al).

C. There are plenty of people cannot get used to the appearance of interracial couples
and some of the Taiwanese hold a curious attitude toward this novel type of
relationship.

1. CCR s an abbreviation of Cross Cultural Romance. It first appears on an
online platform PTT, indicating Taiwanese dating with the people from outside
of Taiwan which is a controversial term for some Taiwanese people.

2. The term has been twisted by some angry Taiwanese PTT users that start a
discriminated term “T T K7, particularly meaning that the Taiwanese girls
dating with Caucasian males, and the girls are being called Xicanmei or White
Lovers, saying that the girls just want to hook up with the white guys
(Bardenhagan).

D. Thesis statement: Taiwanese college students generally still have stereotypes on
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cross cultural couples in Taiwan; therefore, the two controversial terms “CCR”
and “T T K” explored throughout the study conveyed the idea that the Taiwanese
ought to adopt a fair and liberal attitude towards every difference.
Western and Asian Fetishes
A. What Asian people have stereotype on Western people
1. Orientalism->colonialism and imperialism
2. Power issue—>inequality
3. Physically attractive (sensitive, interesting, and humorous)
B. The Stereotypes that on Asian People
1. EXxotic appearance
2. Submissively sensuous
The difficulties and challenges that Cross Cultural Couples probably would face with
A. Language and communication
1. Not completely fluent in other’s language which can be a struggle for the
couples
2. The cultural difference may influence the perspective of “criticism, emotional
expressions, changes in emotional state, and overall relationship satisfaction”
of intercultural couples (Skowronski et al.).
B. Family opposition and suspicion
1. Parents would be concerned about the partner’s social status and its impact on
the family. (Skowronski et al.)
2. The most influential impact in one’s relationship that the parents’ objection
would be the greatest struggle for intercultural couples. (Canlas et al.)
C. Community view—> stereotype and discrimination
1. The interracial couples fear the society’s acceptance on them since there are

still discrimination and stereotypes in people’s mind (Canlas et al.).
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2. They feel pressure because of the criticism from other people, and they

sometimes receive angry words or stares by people (Kim)

Methodology

A.

B.

Data Instrument design

Data collection procedure

Results of the analysis of the questionnaire and the discussion

A

Taiwanese college students’ perspective on the word “foreigner”—>Most of them

agree with the statement “I think the word “foreigner’ refers to the people from

outside of Taiwan.”

The differences and perspectives of “CCR” and “TC T K”

1. “CCR” is more like a neutral term for Taiwanese college students.

2. Most of the Taiwanese college students tend to consider “C T K ” as a
negative term.

Fetishes and stereotypes exist in Taiwan

1. There are comparisons and contrasts between a Caucasian female dating with
an Asian male and a Caucasian male dating with an Asian female.

2. What the possible causes are for Taiwanese having stereotypes on the
intercultural relationship.

The perspectives from the experienced and unexperienced Taiwanese college

students on the difficulties that the interracial couples may face with.

Conclusion and solution

A.

Although the stereotypes and discriminations cannot be eliminated in a short time,
Taiwanese people still ought to be respectful to everything.
By all-round education, impartial media, and self-adjustment, the Taiwanese

society would be more advanced and open.
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The Challenges of Cross Cultural Romance in Taiwan: Perspectives from College Students

Introduction

Nowadays, as the human’s advancement, the globalization has become universal, thus
without a doubt that Taiwan will be facing with the fact that more and more foreigners come
to Taiwan for work or study. With the increasing number of the foreigners in Taiwan, it is
predictable that there is a growing number of Cross Cultural Romance Couple appearing in
Taiwanese’s daily life. According to a registered interracial marriages rate in Taiwan, the
cross cultural marriages have been increasing from 7.8% in 1998 to 15.9% in 2003, and the
rate is being anticipated that it would keep rising for the next fifty years (Skowronski et al.).
Therefore, from the numbers shown in the rate, it is obvious that interracial marriage has
gradually become a common phenomenon in Taiwan, and the Taiwanese people should open
their mind to embrace the difference. However, since the foreigners were not common seeing
in Taiwan two decades ago, there are still plenty of people cannot get used to the exotic
appearances as well as the interracial romance while the others hold a curious attitude.

For now, although interracial relationship is still a non-mainstream in Taiwan, it is
gradually becoming prevalent so that the Taiwanese starts to look into it and defines a term
for it through the Taiwanese chatting online platform called PTT. There is no academic
source discussing the terms because the terms are particularly used among Taiwanese Internet
users that are too informal and new, so after reading plenty of blogs and articles online, the
researcher provides the definitions of the terms by herself. CCR, the abbreviation of Cross
Cultural Romance, indicating Taiwanese dating or marrying with the people from outside of
Taiwan, is more like a neutral one describing the intercultural relationship. On the other side,
the term has been twisted by some angry Taiwanese online users and media that they make a

discriminated term “T T K out of CCR, for the characters are similar, and it particularly is
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used to tease or discriminate the Taiwanese females dating with Caucasian males. Sadly,
those girls are also called Xicanmei or White Lover, saying that they just want to hook up
with the white guys (Bardenhagen). Inevitably, the intercultural couples in Taiwan would
probably encounter more challenges than the mono-cultural do, for there are plenty of
difficulties exist in the relationship with cultural differences. Besides, some of the couples
may be discriminated by some angry people who do not approve with this relationship.
Taiwanese college students generally still have stereotypes on cross cultural couples in
Taiwan; therefore, the two controversial terms “CCR” and “T T K ” explored throughout the
study conveyed the idea that the Taiwanese ought to adopt a fair and liberal attitude towards
every difference.
Literature Review

Western & Asian Fetishes

Since Taiwan has not completely internationalized yet, there are still some common
fetishes exist among the Taiwanese people that affects their viewing of the interracial
romance more or less. First of all, the historical background of East and West strongly
influences the social status that some of the Asian people are in a comparatively lower stage
when facing the Western people. Bitna Kim, a Korean professor at Indiana University of
Pennsylvania, states “colonialism and imperialism were the fundamental historical factors
that formed Orientalism as an ideology to define the West as a superior civilization and power
and East as an inferior” (239). Besides, she indicates that “Orientalism” is twisted by people
because of “the West’s colonialism and political domination over the East,” and it comes out
with a false description when Asian think the Westerners are superior than they are (Kim).
Therefore, the historical background of being colonies and colonists forms the perspective of
inequality when it comes to people with different races and colors (Chow). Since the
ideology has rooted in some of the Taiwanese people’s minds, it somehow empowers the

Westerners because some Asians think the Westerners are in a higher class. As a consequence,
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the inequality of racial status influences the motives when Whites and Asians choosing the
relationship, and the one in the lower status may prefer the other person in the higher one in
order to reach the “comfort level” (Chow).

In addition to the status and power issue, the exotic appearance is one of the Western
fetishes that many Asians infatuate the external appearance of Caucasians. Since the
Caucasian Westerners have physical features different from Asian and there are ideologies
such as they have “positive behavioural and attitudinal traits and peripheral qualities” such as
having the ability of speaking English well, these factors may be one of the reasons why
some Asians fall for the Western fetishes (Skowronski et al.). For instance, in Taiwan, there
are people considering that if the person has a Western face, he or she can speak English well;
however, this is not always the truth since he or she may come from a country that does not
take English as their native language. Another example from Bardenhagen’s interviews, in
which he interviews several girls who have dated with White males and asks them to talk
about their opinion on CCR and Western fetishes, showing that some Taiwanese girls tend to
“project stereotypes on people from foreign countries,” and what their thoughts are mostly
imagination but not real. Additionally, some people think that the Westerners’ “exotic
appearance” is physically attractive, and the ideas that they are sensitive, romantic, and
humorous have stayed in Asian’s mind, so it may influence the Asian’s preference as
choosing the future partner (Chow; Canlas et al.).

On the other side, there are unreal perspectives of Asian exist in Western countries as
well. Similarly, the physical appearance is the primary and obvious factor for most of the
people. In Kim’s study, she interviews ten Caucasian males about their fetishes and
stereotypes on Asian females, and many of them consider the Asian females as mysterious,
caring, intelligent, and family-oriented. However, these are actually the fantasies that people
perceive from the society without truly understanding the cultures which is just the same of

the Western fetishes from Asians. Besides, both Chow and Kim remark that their Westerner
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interviewees tend to think Asians are sensuous and submissive that the two scholars consider
is a “misconception” to describe the Asian people.

Without a doubt, there must be reasons of existence of those stereotypes and fetishes;
nevertheless, those specific examples do not represent all of the Asians or all the Westerners,
and the people should avoid believing the fetishes without verifying them. However, what
makes the fetishes be rooted in most of the people’s mind? In fact, the media takes an
important part in bringing the messages, no matter correct or incorrect, to the people because
it is powerful enough to convey ideas to people as well as change their minds (Kim). An
online blog Taiwan Explorer, which allows people to share their thoughts of Taiwan with
online surfers, posting an article and discussing how the Taiwanese media influences the
Taiwanese’s perspective on White males. The article makes two extreme and opposite news
from Taiwanese media, and one of the news holds a total negative attitude towards interracial
romance while the other is totally the contrast (“Two”). Therefore, people should be aware
that the media is not always accurate, and they have to figure out the truth based on the real
experience so that the fetishes could be decreased effectively.

Challenges and Difficulties

Interestingly, for some researchers, the interracial relationship is difficult to be
maintained and established because it has more conflict and pressure, and an outcome shows
that compares to mono-cultural ones, the interracial couples have 11% more crisis to break up
(Tili and Barker; Canlas et al.). Just as the previous paragraphs discussed, the Taiwanese still
has some stereotypes in regard of foreigners, and with the issue of Cross Cultural Romance,
there are more challenges for the couples to face and deal with. Initially, the most common
challenges for intercultural couple are language and communication. Predictably, under most
circumstances, the intercultural couples do not share a same native language so that they
ought to use a common one to communicate, and it is possible for them to feel frustrated

when they have trouble with the communication. Rosenblatt and Stewart conduct the
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interviews in their study, and they discover that the intercultural couples have the obstacle to
communicate even though they share a common language. One reason is that they are not
equally fluent in the shared language while another is because of the cultural differences, thus
some of them cannot translate the words of some circumstances correctly to the people in
need. Besides, there are plenty of idioms and slangs in a language, and the intercultural
couples probably would not completely understand those cultural terms as well (Rosenblatt
and Stewart). Consequently, the cultural difference between the couples may influence the
perspective of “criticism, emotional expressions, changes in emotional state, and overall
relationship satisfaction” of them (Skowronski et al.).

Family opposition and suspicion is another vital obstacle for intercultural couples. Since
the parents in Asia put emphasis more on the ancestors and their own religions, it may be the
problem that they object their beloved children to leave them to a foreign country. Also, the
Asian parents would be concerned about the social status of their children’s partner and the
relationship’s impact on the family, for they fear that it would affect their children losing his
or her cultural roots, particular for male children (Skowronski et al.). Hence, it is obvious that
the family’s objection has a harmful impact on intercultural relationship. Some reports even
demonstrate that the couples have to make their relationship work by overcoming the
family’s opposition (Canlas et al.).

Last but not least, the community and social view pose a threat to the relationship, for
the stereotypes and discriminations are still widely rumored by some people. Having the
experience of being discriminated, some couples are under pressure of getting society’s
acceptance or disapproval which is unfair for them to undertake this distress (Canlas et al.;
Skowronski et al.). As a Korean who has dated with a Caucasian guy, Kim gives examples
from her own experiences that she was being asked by people “Isn’t there any Korean guy?”
or “l don’t understand why you are dating with white trash” (244). From these words, the

readers can tell how discriminated some people are, and she states many people “look down
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on those European male/ Asian female couples” which they often receive angry comments
and stares on the road. Therefore, the challenges for intercultural couples are considerable
and tough so that the couples should stay strong and find the solutions. For other people, in
order to eliminate the unnecessary stereotypes, they ought to be respectful to every
relationship that is different from theirs.
Method

Procedure

In attempt to investigate the Taiwanese College students’ perspective on Cross Cultural
Romance in Taiwan, the terms “CCR” and “T T K,” their personal experiences, and their
possible solutions for the difficulties in this relationship, the use of a quantitative-based
guestionnaire was chosen. In the first part of the questionnaire, the basic information is asked
such as the respondent’s gender, school, and grade level. Besides, the researcher desires to
understand their first thought when the word “foreigner” comes to their mind so that the
question of the term “foreigner” is placed at the very first page before the respondents start to
fill out the following questions. The second part focuses on the Taiwanese’s college students’
thoughts on the term “CCR” and the possible stereotypes they have. In the first section, under
this part the term “CCR” and “T T K" are provided to let the respondents show their attitude
and thoughts about these two terms created by Taiwanese Internet users. While in the second
section, there are some discriminated statements of common stereotypes Taiwanese possibly
have on CCR, and the respondents choose their opinions through the rating from “strongly
disagree” to “strongly agree”. Since the researcher attempts to figure out Taiwanese college
students’ idea when they see the Asian females dating with Caucasian males versus the
Caucasian females dating with Asian males, the related questions are in this part.

Last but not least, the Taiwanese college students’ personal experience is an important
factor in this study, too. In the third part, the personal experience such as whether they have

dated with foreigners and what were the difficulties they had met in the relationship are



Ma 7

included. Therefore, the respondents are separated in the third part—one part of them is for
the people who have been in CCR relationship whereas the other part is for those who have
not. Therefore, they answer different types of question, but the purpose is the same and the
questions are similar. At the end of the questionnaire, the respondents provide their possible
solutions in order to eliminate the unnecessary discriminations, solve the difficulties that
CCR couples have faced with and search for the original factors that lead to these thoughts.
Data Analysis

For analyzing the questionnaire, the researcher uses descriptive statistics including
counts, percentage, and mean score, and further utilizes the statistics to draw the pie charts
and bar graphs to discuss.
Participants

In total, the researcher collects 124 responses from the questionnaire released on the
social media and Internet. Respondents, from the age of 18-22, consist of 91 females (73.4%)
and 33 males (26.6%), and there are 72 respondents out of total are from Fu Jen Catholic
University while the rest of them (41.9%) are from other universities. Almost half of the
respondents are in third grade of college, 25.8% are in their sophomore year, 10.5% are in the

senior year, 5.6% are in the freshman year, and another 5.6% are in the graduate school.

Results and Discussion
Taiwanese College Students’ Perspective of the Word “Foreigner”

Before starting the questionnaire, the researcher is curious how the Taiwanese college
students would describe the word “foreigner” when it first comes to their mind. Therefore,
the researcher presents several statements of the definition to let the respondents to rank their
thoughts on them. In the first three questions, she asks their thoughts on whether the word
refers to the people outside of Asia, Taiwan, or Caucasian people. There are over half of the

respondents (72.5%) disagree or strongly disagree with the word “foreigner” refers to the
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Caucasian and the people from outside of Asia. On the other hand, 96 of the respondents
(77.4%) agree or strongly agree with the statement “I think the word “‘foreigner’ refers to the
people from outside of Taiwan” while there are just 13 of them (10.4%) choose the opposite
responses which means that when the word “foreigner” comes to the respondents’ mind, most
of them consider it as the people who are not from their own country—Taiwan. However,
interestingly, when being asked the question “When someone mentions “‘foreigner’, | often
think they are referring to the white people,” 63 of them (50.8%) agree or strongly agree with
this statement whereas 40 participants (32.2%) disagree or strongly disagree with it.
Therefore, according to the result, although the Taiwanese college students themselves
generally do not consider the word “foreigner” as the white people, when hearing others
mention the word, some of them still instinctively think it refers to the white, and that is one
of the stereotypes in their mind without being noticed. Besides, this outcome somehow
relates to the historical facts that Chow suggests in the previous pages. Because of the colony
background, the Taiwanese people may think of the Westerners when they hear the word
“foreigner” that they are most familiar with.

“CCR”and “tTCR”

Since the terms “CCR” and “T T K have been discussed in Taiwan for a long time
and they are controversial terms for people to describe the interracial relationship, the
researcher desires to get more perspectives from the respondents. From the questionnaire,
71.7% of respondents regard this as a neutral term, 15.3% votes for positive, and 12.9% for
negative. Some of the respondents comment that they think the term “CCR” is just a noun or
an abbreviation for the intercultural couples that it does not have any specific meaning, no
matter negative or positive. While some of them argue that why should romance be defined
or judged since they think romance is a wonderful thing and there are no differences between
every relationship. For instance, one of the respondents points out “Love is the same,

regardless of distance or differences. Plus, everyone has the right” that every single person
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has the right and freedom to choose his/her relationship (R16). On the other side, those who
think “CCR” is a negative term comment that because some of them have seen the term on
the chatting online platform or the social media, and it has been used by some angry Internet
users teasing the girls who date or marry with Caucasian man, hence they regard it as a
negative term.

However, the researcher further brings up another term “T T K.,” which is also a hot
and controversial term discussed online. According to the questionnaire, 82 of the
respondents (66.1%) have heard this term while 41(33%) have not, and 72 out of 82
respondents (87.8%) consider “T T K” as a negative term, 10 (12.1%) think it is neutral.
Interestingly, nobody chooses this term as a positive one, and most of the comments indicate
that the term is used by the people who mock or tease the Taiwanese girls dating or marrying
with the white. Besides, the media and the Internet play an important role, for they know this
term as discriminated and negative through the media, and some of them point out that this
term makes them uncomfortable. Also, from the comments, there are 11 of them indicating
that “T T K is twisted from the original term “CCR”, which corresponds to Bardenhagen’s
statement at the beginning of the study.

As a consequence, since the majority of the respondents express their ideas that “CCR”
is more like a neutral term while “T T K is a negative one, the Taiwanese people should be
respectful towards any type of relationship, and it would be rude if anyone use any term to
mock the relationship of foreigner and Taiwanese.

Fetishes and Stereotypes in Taiwan

As the researcher argues before, there are still some fetishes and stereotypes, without
being noticed by the Taiwanese or not, staying in some of their mind. From the questionnaire,
the respondents are given several statements that are possibly some stereotypes in Taiwan,
and the respondents can express their opinions of these statements by choosing the rating

from “strongly disagree” to “strongly agree”. By providing the statements, the researcher
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eagers to explore the perspectives from Taiwanese college students on cross cultural romance
issue. From the statement “The Western fetishes are still deep in the Taiwanese’s mind, (ex.
The Westerners are romantic)” the 79 approvers (63.7%) outnumber the 21 disapprovers
(16.9%). Hence, it suggests that even though Taiwanese consider themselves can be rational
and just to everything, they may still be unaware of some stereotypes. From Skowronski and
Canlas, they both indicate that there are still some fetishes exist among Taiwanese which
further influences their preference and thoughts. Therefore, the statement “Taiwanese female
tends to expect a cross cultural relationship” is discussed by plenty of people online, in public,
or in private, and interestingly, 34 people (27.4%) hold a neutral attitude while 47 (37.9%)
choose “agree” and 43 (34.6%) select “disagree”. Unexpectedly, the votes of two opposite
sides are pretty close that 1/3 of the respondents think the Taiwanese girls have thought about
having a CCR relationship whereas another 1/3 of them do not think so.

“CCR” is more like a neutral term, according to the questionnaire, and it is the
abbreviation of cross cultural relationship; however, most of the Taiwanese tend to focus
more on the issue of the Taiwanese female dating with the Caucasian male which causes a lot
more controversial comments instead of emphasizing the Taiwanese male dating with the
Caucasian female. As a consequence, the researcher lists two multiple selection questions
asking the respondents’ view on the Taiwanese female and male dating with the Caucasian
female and male in order to find out if the Taiwanese college students have different attitudes
toward these relationships. For the questions “How would you feel when seeing an Asian
female dating with a Caucasian male” and “How would you feel when seeing an Asian male
dating with a Caucasian female,” nearly a half of the respondents vote that they do not have
specific feelings and they think this relationship is the same as those of other types.
Nevertheless, the stereotypes such as “This Caucasian male is probably a playboy” and “This
Asian female may just prefer to date the Caucasian guys than males of other ethnics” for the

Asian female dating with Caucasian male, respectively get 29 (23.3%) and 17 (13.7%) votes.
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On the contrary, although there are respondents who choose the selections “The Asian male
dating with the Caucasian female’s relationship may not last long” and “This Asian male may
just prefer the white female,” the votes are almost a half than the previous question, which is
8 (6.4%)and 10 (8%) separately. Most importantly, compared to the 29 votes (23.3%) of “The
Caucasian male is probably a playboy,” the selection “The Caucasian girl is probably a
playgirl” receives 0 votes from the respondents. From the result, it can be speculated that the
relationships of Asian girls dating with Caucasian males and Asian males dating with
Caucasian girls may be treated differently by Taiwanese people since some of them probably
still have their own stereotypes when facing with these relationships.

Since there is existence of CCR stereotype in Taiwan, the researcher is curious that how
the stereotypes are created. Therefore, the respondents provide their opinions for an
open-ended question “For what reasons Taiwanese may have stereotypes on CCR couples?”
and the researcher has categorized the responses from the Taiwanese college students and
found out those answers are somehow connected to each other. First and foremost, several
respondents have mentioned the term “Xenophilia,” meaning that the people desire or being
attracted by foreign people, culture, or customs. Some argue that the Taiwanese tend to be
Xeophilic, for an amount of them are obsessed to the exotic appearance of Caucasians and
their culture. For instance, one participant comments “Taiwanese tends to value the Western
countries highly, and they have longings of their cultures or people” (R 32). Furthermore,
unfortunately, the respondents point out that the Taiwanese often regard themselves as
inferior than those other from foreign countries, and the English-speaking countries seem
much better than Taiwan itself for them. Hence “Taiwanese weakens their confidence when
comparing themselves with the Western countries,” suggests that the “Orientalism” and
colonial historical facts are the possible reasons for their sense of inferiority. Lack of enough
experience and sufficient knowledge is also a reason suggested by the respondents, for the

Taiwanese are acquainted with the relationship so that they just can guess or receive the
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comments from other people or media. Consequently, the misunderstandings or stereotypes
gradually appear among Taiwanese from mouth to mouth. As Kim discusses, media is the
most influential factor for people to receive knowledge, and the respondents frequently
mention this word in their comments on the reason why Taiwanese may have stereotype.
From the movie, magazine, news, and the Internet, some Taiwanese unilaterally grasp the
concept of CCR without truly experiencing it by themselves which undoubtedly causes some
longings or discriminations.

In addition to Xenophilia, media, historical facts, and fantasy, the respondents note that
envy and jealous are part of the reasons why Taiwanese have stereotypes on CCR. One of the
respondents makes an example that some of the Taiwanese consider foreigners as wealthy or
good-looking and they show discriminations out of jealousy. She furthers demonstrates that if
a Taiwanese girl dates with a Filipino, there may be less offensive comments on them;
however, a Filipino is the same as a Caucasian since they are all foreigners that there should
no such stereotype on any relationship (R81).

The Possible Difficulties of CCR

The researcher separates the respondents into two in this part—the ones who have been
in CCR relationship and the ones who have not, and they can provide their experiences or
opinions respectively on the questions that the difficulties CCR couples may encounter. The
ones who have CCR experience should answer the question “Have you faced with these
difficulties when you are in the CCR relationship?” and below the question are a variety of
possible obstacles offered by the researcher. The CCR respondents have to rate from
“strongly disagree” to “strongly agree” based on their previous personal experiences. On the
other hand, the question for those who does not have CCR experience is “Do you think the
CCR couples may face with these difficulties?”” and the selections below are exactly the same
as the previous question. By doing so, the researcher wants to figure out whether the

difficulties that the public generally guesses match the reality.
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Start from the striking contrast from the respondents, “language,” “family opposition,”
“communication” and “religious belief” receive a rather high number of votes from
inexperienced respondents which over a half of them agree that these four conditions are the
considerable difficulties for CCR. However, less than a half of the experienced respondents
agree with these points, and most of them instead choose “no opinion” and “disagree” in
terms of these four statements. As Ronsenblatt, Stewart, and Skowronski discuss, these
challenges indeed exist in the society, but since the Taiwanese society has become more
globalized and advanced, the traditional perspectives from Taiwanese are no longer suitable
for every CCR relationship.

Both of the experienced and unexperienced respondents mostly agree with that “distance”
and “personal traits and behaviors” are the obstacles for the CCR couples. For the
intercultural couples, the distance is an unavoidable factor for the lovers since they originate
from different countries, and before their marriage, they have to be tested by the distance.
Besides, the difficulty of “personal traits and behaviors” may include cultural difference or
personality that affects the CCR relationship. On the other hand, less than 5 respondents out
of 30 agree with the points “being teased by people” and “being looked down by people”
which matches the outcomes from the unexperienced respondents. As the researcher argues
previously, more and more foreigners come to Taiwan, and the Taiwanese are getting used to
a variety of novel phenomenon so that the out-fashioned comments appear much less than
before.

Conclusion and the Possible Solutions

Although some of the respondents think that the stereotypes and discriminations cannot
be eliminated by Taiwanese people in a short time, there are still some possible ways to
reduce the hearsays as well as prevent the couples from the baseless rumors. First of all, the
education is vital in one’s life, and the Taiwanese has been educated that they should be

respectful to different races since they were young, specifically for the immigrants from
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South Eastern Asia. However, not only the South Easterners, but also every single person and
relationship should be respected, so the Taiwanese could elaborate more on the education
such as the moral and civic class in terms of this issue. Besides, the media leads the society as
well as shapes the people’s thoughts; as a result, the media ought to report everything in a
neutral attitude without any dramatic or extraordinary addition. When facing with any issue,
the media should utilize the just and fair perspective in order to narrate it to the audience so
that the audience will not be misled. Lastly, for the interracial couples, the relationships
belong to themselves, and even though there will inevitably be an amount of challenges in
front of them, it is their duty to solve the problems together and prove that they are as happy
as the mono-cultural ones. In a nut shell, whether engaging in an intercultural relationship or
not, the Taiwanese ought to use a healthy attitude and be open-minded towards this issue, and
by all-round education, impartial media, and self-adjustment, the Taiwanese society would be

more advanced and open.
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Appendix
1. The Questionniare
E?‘EJZ%&:F?:.:?%T"‘LEEJEWL S
EVE R IR The Challenges of
Cross Cultural Romance in Taiwan:
Perspectives from College Students

BRSO RS TESFRNEE - HANENTE - HAlE/DET B HE - SRS [HEEE
TAEEAERE AT RE S 2N REATHE | - FESFrERRERHEHERE « ST LAY

At » FETRAERREREEARNE - AREEMEETTFEFEITREE - THhEHEETEL
HEEREE -

BB R = R R

Hello! | am a junior student from the English department of Fu Jen University. Currently | am
carrying out a little survey to fulfill course requirements. The topic of my survey is "The Challenges
of Cross Cultural Romance in Taiwan: Perspectives from College Students”. All data acquired from
this questionnaire will be confidential and only used for academic purposes. | hope that you can
answer according to your actual thought. You will not be harmed during the process of answering.
You also have the right to stop filling out this questionnaire anytime you want.

Sincerely

Monica Ma
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1. rgfESE1] Your gender *
O EMale

(O #rFemale

O #Hit:

2. frarsEll—E] #c&: Which university are you studying in? *

(O #if=#£4 Fu Jen Catholic University

O Hff:

3. frgnsgEReE 2 What grade are you in? *
O 154& Freshman

(O 244 Sophomore

(O 3% Junior

(O 4% Senior

O #it:
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4. #95 TANELA L GEEEFEYEERZ? What do you think about
the word "foreigner"? *

HEG [SHELA
S E S HER
EHEEMELAETA = |
think the word
“foreigner” refers
to the people
outside of Asia

HEE [HHELA
EEEEEHELT A
A= 1 think the
word "foreigner”
refers to the
Caucasian people

HEG [SHELA
EEFEEREEE
ZAMETA, = | think
the word
“foreigner” refers
to the people from
outside of Taiwan

EH A HRE [AHE
A EEE - FE
BRI HERT=
B B.A - When
someone
mentions
“foreigner”, | often
think they are
referring to the
white people.

BH MR [2HE
A EETE - FiE
FEFMIHERTZ
TEHeEZIM
Ao When
someone
mentions
“foreigner”, | often
think they are
referring to the
people not from
Taiwan.

FETEE
strongly
dizagree

O

TEE

Disagree

O

AER No
opinion

O

EE, Agree

O

IFERE
Strongly agree

O



A B A YA ST AR TR DL R AR S Taiwanese

College Students' Perspective and Possible Stereotypes on Cross
Cultural Romance (CCR)

5. fr# TCCR, (BS-TiLiEE) iE(EBERVEREL?What do you think
of the term "CCR" (Cross Cultural Romance)? *

O & EE 8 Negative term
(O HhzE& 78 Nuetral term
(O Fry4EE Positive term

O =iff:

6. £ [pf » 2TFRETHEFEEEEZE? 55 - Following
the last question, why did you choose the answer? Could you
provide a short explanation? *

TRIEE

7. fregEdm T CC R i@ #E0E? Have you heard the term "C
C K" before?

O H - #HEE - Yes

O &8 » HEEIES - (EEHZ1088) No (go to the question 10 directly)

8. frt T C T K | 5@ fBRYEREL? What do you think of the
term"C T &"?

O gmE#y4TE Negative term
O drizhy 47 Nuetral term
O IEfr£HE Positive term
O £ffr:
9. K LFF » BTEIEREEEEZR? HR555RE - Following

the last question, why did you choose the answer? Could you
provide a short explanation?

EAOIETS
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10. LU MRYRGELRRTH

[CCR] REfFhligaE
AMEEFEL BAZE
it = 'CCR’
specifically means
Asian female dating
with Caucasian
male.

BB R TR
BES RS -
Taiwanese female
tends to expect a
cross cultural
relationship.

TEENFEDNER
HERES S ES
HFEFE « The male

Westerners in
Taiwan mostly are
searching for a

Taiwanesea girlfriend.

TTEERISEE
EFTISZE T
¥ - The female
Westerners in
Taiwan mostly are
searching for a
Taiwanese
boyfriend.

2N ET TR
B (- 2HE SR
B EAATETLA
# 5 - The
Western fetishes are
deep in the
Taiwanese's mind.
(ex. The Westerners
are romantic)

FETEE g
g_tronglj.r Disagree
isagres

O

A

A

Ma 20

AYAE:E 2.2 What do you think about the
following statements? *

O

2EH No

opinion

O

EE Agree

O

FEEE
Strongly
agree

O



1. SIVESIEEN 2RI T B A BAETEATT « AR (18

i#:78) How would you feel when seeing an Asian female dating
with Caucasian male? (Multiple selection) *

SRRV - = 1E S-S, » Their relationship would probably not last long.

S5 (A RREHIREE A7 ASBHE357E « The Asian female may just

prefer to date the Caucasian guys than males of other ethnics.

EUfETE AR AR RSl « T e E2{FRIE » The Caucasian
male is probably a playboy.

FHEESHFEREYEREE « | do not have specific feelings.

e A B B R E— &R EEEYE « | think it is normal to have a

boyfriend/ girlfriend from different country.

FEin S LS r{REEF o | envy this relationship.

o 0o 0O 00

(] =it
12, HEZ RN BRI 5 B A EF « R R? (8

:%78) How would you feel when seeing an Asian male dating
with Caucasian female? (Multiple selection) *

EEEE =R » Their relationship would probably not last long.

AL FME R RIFERFDT B A 20247 ¢ The Asian male may just prefer

o date the Caucasian girls than females of other ethnics.

BT AT RERERmAT - &R EFREIR » The Caucasian
female is probably a playgirl.

FilEH HRAYREE « | do not have specific feelings.

FERROIMNERIE I E 2 —fHEESRIZE o [ think itis normal to have a

boyfriend/ girlfriend from different country.

PR BT {LIgHE « | envy this relationship.

o0 oo 0O 00

A

13. & %*B% EES2MEFEEG EAHREXLEEEZ
ML » BRET ’E.ﬁ%nﬁl ? In your opinion, for what reasons
Taiwanese people may have stereotypes on CCR couples? *

Ma 21



Ma 22

B A S hi e [ 454542 EsPersonal experiences on CCR

14. B EAERELEER? (W EfE49E) Have you beenin a
cross cultural relationship? (Dating is included) *

O & HEEEEE (LS - (FEEEEE15-1758) Yes (You can answer the
questions 15-17)

O &5 > HEHMEEs o (T LIEEZE18-2088) No (You can skip to questions
18-20)

O =it

15. % _CrE » MRTHECEEER - THVERE/ ZHEEE
EREH#HE? Following the last question, if the answer is yes, is
your boyfriend/girlfriend from the outside of Asia?

O E-oyes

O F&-no

O Hifr:
16. #1458 » TR RTHVE EERA/ iR » saR5EE]
E? (MR A BEEEER VG T P ILEEE) Following the

question 14, how did you meet your boyfriend/girlfriend? (You
can skip the question if you do not want to answer)
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17. (FEEEEENA) TSR IRERG TSR R
&f? (For those who have been in the CCR Relationship) Have you
faced with these difficulties when you are in CCR relationship?

15  Lanaiao O O O O O
Cammnication O O O O O
S O O O O O
teased by people O O O o O
. O O O O ©
SEHE o Distance O O O O O
personsl pats snd O O O O O
behavior

£ BIRA% - Gender roles O O O O O
iﬂgfm > Religious O O O O O
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2 EEE R E E DY A For those who have not been in the

LEEORCN

Cross Cultural Relationship

18. (ZABEELEEIA) TERE L BEMTsEEER 17
15 EE R B E PR ELIE? (For those who have not been in the CCR
Relationship) Do you think the CCR couples may face with these
difficulties?

FEFEE = v IFEEE
disagree agree
== o Language O o O O O
BES o
CE-T‘I‘IITISF‘I'ICEHE-H O O O O O
FHREFF ¥ - Family
opposition O O O O O
e A f9IESE = Being
teased by people O O O O O
# A 95 -F1E - Being
looked down by people O o o O O
FEEE - Distance O O O O O
18 A FE AR -
Personal traits and O O O O O
behavior
14 B BEH% - Gender roles O O O O O
SHEE( - Religious
E;Iief O O O O O
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19. (FEEELEENA) EEEEEHFEILEREE? (For
those who have not been in CCR relationship) Have you thought
about having a CCR relationship?

O & #HEiEmo Yes
O BF » FEREES - No

O Hitr:

20. = 78 » BEE? Following the question 19, why?

RIS

T]sERYEE 1 7T Possible solutions for the difficulties and

discriminations

21, {IRIEYELE - AT RERYEE T AR R RE SRR
EopbE AfRYZ#REIZ?In your opinion, what are the possible
solutions for overcoming the difficulties and eliminating the

discriminations on CCR relationship? *

TR R
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The Challenges of Cross Cultural Romance in Taiwan: Perspectives from College Students

Purpose: The study attempts to find out the perspectives of college students in Taiwan regarding their views on Cross Cultural Relationship and on the issue of Caucasian males dating with Asian females and Asian males dating with Caucasian females. 

Audience: Taiwanese college students

I. Introduction

A. The globalization has become universally, thus without a doubt that Taiwan will be facing with the fact that more and more foreigners come here for work or study.

B. The registered interracial marriages in Taiwan have been increased from 7.8% in 1998 to 15.9% in 2003 (Skowroński et al).

C. There are plenty of people cannot get used to the appearance of interracial couples and some of the Taiwanese hold a curious attitude toward this novel type of relationship. 

1. CCR is an abbreviation of Cross Cultural Romance. It first appears on an online platform PTT, indicating Taiwanese dating with the people from outside of Taiwan which is a controversial term for some Taiwanese people.

2. The term has been twisted by some angry Taiwanese PTT users that start a discriminated term “ㄈㄈ尺”, particularly meaning that the Taiwanese girls dating with Caucasian males, and the girls are being called Xicanmei or White Lovers, saying that the girls just want to hook up with the white guys (Bardenhagan).

D. Thesis statement: Taiwanese college students generally still have stereotypes on cross cultural couples in Taiwan; therefore, the two controversial terms “CCR” and “ㄈㄈ尺” explored throughout the study conveyed the idea that the Taiwanese ought to adopt a fair and liberal attitude towards every difference. 

II. Western and Asian Fetishes

A. What Asian people have stereotype on Western people

1. Orientalismcolonialism and imperialism 

2. Power issueinequality 

3. Physically attractive (sensitive, interesting, and humorous) 

B. The Stereotypes that on Asian People

1. Exotic appearance

2. Submissively sensuous

III. The difficulties and challenges that Cross Cultural Couples probably would face with

A. Language and communication 

1. Not completely fluent in other’s language which can be a struggle for the couples 

2. The cultural difference may influence the perspective of “criticism, emotional expressions, changes in emotional state, and overall relationship satisfaction” of intercultural couples (Skowroński et al.). 

B. Family opposition and suspicion 

1. Parents would be concerned about the partner’s social status and its impact on the family. (Skowroński et al.)

2. The most influential impact in one’s relationship that the parents’ objection would be the greatest struggle for intercultural couples. (Canlas et al.)

C. Community view stereotype and discrimination  

1. The interracial couples fear the society’s acceptance on them since there are still discrimination and stereotypes in people’s mind (Canlas et al.). 

2. They feel pressure because of the criticism from other people, and they sometimes receive angry words or stares by people (Kim)

IV. Methodology

A. Data Instrument design

B. Data collection procedure

V. Results of the analysis of the questionnaire and the discussion

A. Taiwanese college students’ perspective on the word “foreigner”Most of them agree with the statement “I think the word ‘foreigner’ refers to the people from outside of Taiwan.”

B. The differences and perspectives of “CCR” and “ㄈㄈ尺”

1. “CCR” is more like a neutral term for Taiwanese college students. 

2. Most of the Taiwanese college students tend to consider “ㄈㄈ尺” as a negative term. 

C. Fetishes and stereotypes exist in Taiwan

1. There are comparisons and contrasts between a Caucasian female dating with an Asian male and a Caucasian male dating with an Asian female.

2. What the possible causes are for Taiwanese having stereotypes on the intercultural relationship.

D. The perspectives from the experienced and unexperienced Taiwanese college students on the difficulties that the interracial couples may face with. 

VI. Conclusion and solution

A. Although the stereotypes and discriminations cannot be eliminated in a short time, Taiwanese people still ought to be respectful to everything.
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B. By all-round education, impartial media, and self-adjustment, the Taiwanese society would be more advanced and open. 



The Challenges of Cross Cultural Romance in Taiwan: Perspectives from College Students



Introduction

Nowadays, as the human’s advancement, the globalization has become universal, thus without a doubt that Taiwan will be facing with the fact that more and more foreigners come to Taiwan for work or study. With the increasing number of the foreigners in Taiwan, it is predictable that there is a growing number of Cross Cultural Romance Couple appearing in Taiwanese’s daily life. According to a registered interracial marriages rate in Taiwan, the cross cultural marriages have been increasing from 7.8% in 1998 to 15.9% in 2003, and the rate is being anticipated that it would keep rising for the next fifty years (Skowroński et al.). Therefore, from the numbers shown in the rate, it is obvious that interracial marriage has gradually become a common phenomenon in Taiwan, and the Taiwanese people should open their mind to embrace the difference. However, since the foreigners were not common seeing in Taiwan two decades ago, there are still plenty of people cannot get used to the exotic appearances as well as the interracial romance while the others hold a curious attitude. 

For now, although interracial relationship is still a non-mainstream in Taiwan, it is gradually becoming prevalent so that the Taiwanese starts to look into it and defines a term for it through the Taiwanese chatting online platform called PTT. There is no academic source discussing the terms because the terms are particularly used among Taiwanese Internet users that are too informal and new, so after reading plenty of blogs and articles online, the researcher provides the definitions of the terms by herself. CCR, the abbreviation of Cross Cultural Romance, indicating Taiwanese dating or marrying with the people from outside of Taiwan, is more like a neutral one describing the intercultural relationship. On the other side, the term has been twisted by some angry Taiwanese online users and media that they make a discriminated term “ㄈㄈ尺” out of CCR, for the characters are similar, and it particularly is used to tease or discriminate the Taiwanese females dating with Caucasian males. Sadly, those girls are also called Xicanmei or White Lover, saying that they just want to hook up with the white guys (Bardenhagen). Inevitably, the intercultural couples in Taiwan would probably encounter more challenges than the mono-cultural do, for there are plenty of difficulties exist in the relationship with cultural differences. Besides, some of the couples may be discriminated by some angry people who do not approve with this relationship. Taiwanese college students generally still have stereotypes on cross cultural couples in Taiwan; therefore, the two controversial terms “CCR” and “ㄈㄈ尺” explored throughout the study conveyed the idea that the Taiwanese ought to adopt a fair and liberal attitude towards every difference.

Literature Review

Western & Asian Fetishes

Since Taiwan has not completely internationalized yet, there are still some common fetishes exist among the Taiwanese people that affects their viewing of the interracial romance more or less. First of all, the historical background of East and West strongly influences the social status that some of the Asian people are in a comparatively lower stage when facing the Western people. Bitna Kim, a Korean professor at Indiana University of Pennsylvania, states “colonialism and imperialism were the fundamental historical factors that formed Orientalism as an ideology to define the West as a superior civilization and power and East as an inferior” (239). Besides, she indicates that “Orientalism” is twisted by people because of “the West’s colonialism and political domination over the East,” and it comes out with a false description when Asian think the Westerners are superior than they are (Kim). Therefore, the historical background of being colonies and colonists forms the perspective of inequality when it comes to people with different races and colors (Chow). Since the ideology has rooted in some of the Taiwanese people’s minds, it somehow empowers the Westerners because some Asians think the Westerners are in a higher class. As a consequence, the inequality of racial status influences the motives when Whites and Asians choosing the relationship, and the one in the lower status may prefer the other person in the higher one in order to reach the “comfort level” (Chow).

 In addition to the status and power issue, the exotic appearance is one of the Western fetishes that many Asians infatuate the external appearance of Caucasians. Since the Caucasian Westerners have physical features different from Asian and there are ideologies such as they have “positive behavioural and attitudinal traits and peripheral qualities” such as having the ability of speaking English well, these factors may be one of the reasons why some Asians fall for the Western fetishes (Skowroński et al.). For instance, in Taiwan, there are people considering that if the person has a Western face, he or she can speak English well; however, this is not always the truth since he or she may come from a country that does not take English as their native language. Another example from Bardenhagen’s interviews, in which he interviews several girls who have dated with White males and asks them to talk about their opinion on CCR and Western fetishes, showing that some Taiwanese girls tend to “project stereotypes on people from foreign countries,” and what their thoughts are mostly imagination but not real. Additionally, some people think that the Westerners’ “exotic appearance” is physically attractive, and the ideas that they are sensitive, romantic, and humorous have stayed in Asian’s mind, so it may influence the Asian’s preference as choosing the future partner (Chow; Canlas et al.). 

On the other side, there are unreal perspectives of Asian exist in Western countries as well. Similarly, the physical appearance is the primary and obvious factor for most of the people. In Kim’s study, she interviews ten Caucasian males about their fetishes and stereotypes on Asian females, and many of them consider the Asian females as mysterious, caring, intelligent, and family-oriented. However, these are actually the fantasies that people perceive from the society without truly understanding the cultures which is just the same of the Western fetishes from Asians. Besides, both Chow and Kim remark that their Westerner interviewees tend to think Asians are sensuous and submissive that the two scholars consider is a “misconception” to describe the Asian people. 

Without a doubt, there must be reasons of existence of those stereotypes and fetishes; nevertheless, those specific examples do not represent all of the Asians or all the Westerners, and the people should avoid believing the fetishes without verifying them. However, what makes the fetishes be rooted in most of the people’s mind? In fact, the media takes an important part in bringing the messages, no matter correct or incorrect, to the people because it is powerful enough to convey ideas to people as well as change their minds (Kim). An online blog Taiwan Explorer, which allows people to share their thoughts of Taiwan with online surfers, posting an article and discussing how the Taiwanese media influences the Taiwanese’s perspective on White males. The article makes two extreme and opposite news from Taiwanese media, and one of the news holds a total negative attitude towards interracial romance while the other is totally the contrast (“Two”). Therefore, people should be aware that the media is not always accurate, and they have to figure out the truth based on the real experience so that the fetishes could be decreased effectively. 

Challenges and Difficulties

Interestingly, for some researchers, the interracial relationship is difficult to be maintained and established because it has more conflict and pressure, and an outcome shows that compares to mono-cultural ones, the interracial couples have 11% more crisis to break up (Tili and Barker; Canlas et al.). Just as the previous paragraphs discussed, the Taiwanese still has some stereotypes in regard of foreigners, and with the issue of Cross Cultural Romance, there are more challenges for the couples to face and deal with. Initially, the most common challenges for intercultural couple are language and communication. Predictably, under most circumstances, the intercultural couples do not share a same native language so that they ought to use a common one to communicate, and it is possible for them to feel frustrated when they have trouble with the communication. Rosenblatt and Stewart conduct the interviews in their study, and they discover that the intercultural couples have the obstacle to communicate even though they share a common language. One reason is that they are not equally fluent in the shared language while another is because of the cultural differences, thus some of them cannot translate the words of some circumstances correctly to the people in need. Besides, there are plenty of idioms and slangs in a language, and the intercultural couples probably would not completely understand those cultural terms as well (Rosenblatt and Stewart). Consequently, the cultural difference between the couples may influence the perspective of “criticism, emotional expressions, changes in emotional state, and overall relationship satisfaction” of them (Skowroński et al.). 

Family opposition and suspicion is another vital obstacle for intercultural couples. Since the parents in Asia put emphasis more on the ancestors and their own religions, it may be the problem that they object their beloved children to leave them to a foreign country. Also, the Asian parents would be concerned about the social status of their children’s partner and the relationship’s impact on the family, for they fear that it would affect their children losing his or her cultural roots, particular for male children (Skowroński et al.). Hence, it is obvious that the family’s objection has a harmful impact on intercultural relationship. Some reports even demonstrate that the couples have to make their relationship work by overcoming the family’s opposition (Canlas et al.). 

Last but not least, the community and social view pose a threat to the relationship, for the stereotypes and discriminations are still widely rumored by some people. Having the experience of being discriminated, some couples are under pressure of getting society’s acceptance or disapproval which is unfair for them to undertake this distress (Canlas et al.; Skowroński et al.). As a Korean who has dated with a Caucasian guy, Kim gives examples from her own experiences that she was being asked by people “Isn’t there any Korean guy?” or “I don’t understand why you are dating with white trash” (244). From these words, the readers can tell how discriminated some people are, and she states many people “look down on those European male/ Asian female couples” which they often receive angry comments and stares on the road. Therefore, the challenges for intercultural couples are considerable and tough so that the couples should stay strong and find the solutions. For other people, in order to eliminate the unnecessary stereotypes, they ought to be respectful to every relationship that is different from theirs. 

Method

Procedure

In attempt to investigate the Taiwanese College students’ perspective on Cross Cultural Romance in Taiwan, the terms “CCR” and “ㄈㄈ尺,” their personal experiences, and their possible solutions for the difficulties in this relationship, the use of a quantitative-based questionnaire was chosen. In the first part of the questionnaire, the basic information is asked such as the respondent’s gender, school, and grade level. Besides, the researcher desires to understand their first thought when the word “foreigner” comes to their mind so that the question of the term “foreigner” is placed at the very first page before the respondents start to fill out the following questions. The second part focuses on the Taiwanese’s college students’ thoughts on the term “CCR” and the possible stereotypes they have. In the first section, under this part the term “CCR” and “ㄈㄈ尺” are provided to let the respondents show their attitude and thoughts about these two terms created by Taiwanese Internet users. While in the second section, there are some discriminated statements of common stereotypes Taiwanese possibly have on CCR, and the respondents choose their opinions through the rating from “strongly disagree” to “strongly agree”. Since the researcher attempts to figure out Taiwanese college students’ idea when they see the Asian females dating with Caucasian males versus the Caucasian females dating with Asian males, the related questions are in this part. 

Last but not least, the Taiwanese college students’ personal experience is an important factor in this study, too. In the third part, the personal experience such as whether they have dated with foreigners and what were the difficulties they had met in the relationship are included. Therefore, the respondents are separated in the third part—one part of them is for the people who have been in CCR relationship whereas the other part is for those who have not. Therefore, they answer different types of question, but the purpose is the same and the questions are similar. At the end of the questionnaire, the respondents provide their possible solutions in order to eliminate the unnecessary discriminations, solve the difficulties that CCR couples have faced with and search for the original factors that lead to these thoughts.

Data Analysis

For analyzing the questionnaire, the researcher uses descriptive statistics including counts, percentage, and mean score, and further utilizes the statistics to draw the pie charts and bar graphs to discuss. 

Participants

In total, the researcher collects 124 responses from the questionnaire released on the social media and Internet. Respondents, from the age of 18-22, consist of 91 females (73.4%) and 33 males (26.6%), and there are 72 respondents out of total are from Fu Jen Catholic University while the rest of them (41.9%) are from other universities. Almost half of the respondents are in third grade of college, 25.8% are in their sophomore year, 10.5% are in the senior year, 5.6% are in the freshman year, and another 5.6% are in the graduate school. 



Results and Discussion

Taiwanese College Students’ Perspective of the Word “Foreigner”

Before starting the questionnaire, the researcher is curious how the Taiwanese college students would describe the word “foreigner” when it first comes to their mind. Therefore, the researcher presents several statements of the definition to let the respondents to rank their thoughts on them. In the first three questions, she asks their thoughts on whether the word refers to the people outside of Asia, Taiwan, or Caucasian people. There are over half of the respondents (72.5%) disagree or strongly disagree with the word “foreigner” refers to the Caucasian and the people from outside of Asia. On the other hand, 96 of the respondents (77.4%) agree or strongly agree with the statement “I think the word ‘foreigner’ refers to the people from outside of Taiwan” while there are just 13 of them (10.4%) choose the opposite responses which means that when the word “foreigner” comes to the respondents’ mind, most of them consider it as the people who are not from their own country—Taiwan. However, interestingly, when being asked the question “When someone mentions ‘foreigner’, I often think they are referring to the white people,” 63 of them (50.8%) agree or strongly agree with this statement whereas 40 participants (32.2%) disagree or strongly disagree with it. Therefore, according to the result, although the Taiwanese college students themselves generally do not consider the word “foreigner” as the white people, when hearing others mention the word, some of them still instinctively think it refers to the white, and that is one of the stereotypes in their mind without being noticed. Besides, this outcome somehow relates to the historical facts that Chow suggests in the previous pages. Because of the colony background, the Taiwanese people may think of the Westerners when they hear the word “foreigner” that they are most familiar with. 

“CCR” and “ㄈㄈ尺”

 Since the terms “CCR” and “ㄈㄈ尺” have been discussed in Taiwan for a long time and they are controversial terms for people to describe the interracial relationship, the researcher desires to get more perspectives from the respondents. From the questionnaire, 71.7% of respondents regard this as a neutral term, 15.3% votes for positive, and 12.9% for negative. Some of the respondents comment that they think the term “CCR” is just a noun or an abbreviation for the intercultural couples that it does not have any specific meaning, no matter negative or positive. While some of them argue that why should romance be defined or judged since they think romance is a wonderful thing and there are no differences between every relationship. For instance, one of the respondents points out “Love is the same, regardless of distance or differences. Plus, everyone has the right” that every single person has the right and freedom to choose his/her relationship (R16). On the other side, those who think “CCR” is a negative term comment that because some of them have seen the term on the chatting online platform or the social media, and it has been used by some angry Internet users teasing the girls who date or marry with Caucasian man, hence they regard it as a negative term. 

However, the researcher further brings up another term “ㄈㄈ尺,” which is also a hot and controversial term discussed online. According to the questionnaire, 82 of the respondents (66.1%) have heard this term while 41(33%) have not, and 72 out of 82 respondents (87.8%) consider “ㄈㄈ尺” as a negative term, 10 (12.1%) think it is neutral. Interestingly, nobody chooses this term as a positive one, and most of the comments indicate that the term is used by the people who mock or tease the Taiwanese girls dating or marrying with the white. Besides, the media and the Internet play an important role, for they know this term as discriminated and negative through the media, and some of them point out that this term makes them uncomfortable. Also, from the comments, there are 11 of them indicating that “ㄈㄈ尺” is twisted from the original term “CCR”, which corresponds to Bardenhagen’s statement at the beginning of the study. 

As a consequence, since the majority of the respondents express their ideas that “CCR” is more like a neutral term while “ㄈㄈ尺” is a negative one, the Taiwanese people should be respectful towards any type of relationship, and it would be rude if anyone use any term to mock the relationship of foreigner and Taiwanese. 

Fetishes and Stereotypes in Taiwan

As the researcher argues before, there are still some fetishes and stereotypes, without being noticed by the Taiwanese or not, staying in some of their mind. From the questionnaire, the respondents are given several statements that are possibly some stereotypes in Taiwan, and the respondents can express their opinions of these statements by choosing the rating from “strongly disagree” to “strongly agree”. By providing the statements, the researcher eagers to explore the perspectives from Taiwanese college students on cross cultural romance issue. From the statement “The Western fetishes are still deep in the Taiwanese’s mind, (ex. The Westerners are romantic)” the 79 approvers (63.7%) outnumber the 21 disapprovers (16.9%). Hence, it suggests that even though Taiwanese consider themselves can be rational and just to everything, they may still be unaware of some stereotypes. From Skowroński and Canlas, they both indicate that there are still some fetishes exist among Taiwanese which further influences their preference and thoughts. Therefore, the statement “Taiwanese female tends to expect a cross cultural relationship” is discussed by plenty of people online, in public, or in private, and interestingly, 34 people (27.4%) hold a neutral attitude while 47 (37.9%) choose “agree” and 43 (34.6%) select “disagree”. Unexpectedly, the votes of two opposite sides are pretty close that 1/3 of the respondents think the Taiwanese girls have thought about having a CCR relationship whereas another 1/3 of them do not think so. 

“CCR” is more like a neutral term, according to the questionnaire, and it is the abbreviation of cross cultural relationship; however, most of the Taiwanese tend to focus more on the issue of the Taiwanese female dating with the Caucasian male which causes a lot more controversial comments instead of emphasizing the Taiwanese male dating with the Caucasian female. As a consequence, the researcher lists two multiple selection questions asking the respondents’ view on the Taiwanese female and male dating with the Caucasian female and male in order to find out if the Taiwanese college students have different attitudes toward these relationships. For the questions “How would you feel when seeing an Asian female dating with a Caucasian male” and “How would you feel when seeing an Asian male dating with a Caucasian female,” nearly a half of the respondents vote that they do not have specific feelings and they think this relationship is the same as those of other types. Nevertheless, the stereotypes such as “This Caucasian male is probably a playboy” and “This Asian female may just prefer to date the Caucasian guys than males of other ethnics” for the Asian female dating with Caucasian male, respectively get 29 (23.3%) and 17 (13.7%) votes. On the contrary, although there are respondents who choose the selections “The Asian male dating with the Caucasian female’s relationship may not last long” and “This Asian male may just prefer the white female,” the votes are almost a half than the previous question, which is 8 (6.4%)and 10 (8%) separately. Most importantly, compared to the 29 votes (23.3%) of “The Caucasian male is probably a playboy,” the selection “The Caucasian girl is probably a playgirl” receives 0 votes from the respondents. From the result, it can be speculated that the relationships of Asian girls dating with Caucasian males and Asian males dating with Caucasian girls may be treated differently by Taiwanese people since some of them probably still have their own stereotypes when facing with these relationships. 

Since there is existence of CCR stereotype in Taiwan, the researcher is curious that how the stereotypes are created. Therefore, the respondents provide their opinions for an open-ended question “For what reasons Taiwanese may have stereotypes on CCR couples?” and the researcher has categorized the responses from the Taiwanese college students and found out those answers are somehow connected to each other. First and foremost, several respondents have mentioned the term “Xenophilia,” meaning that the people desire or being attracted by foreign people, culture, or customs. Some argue that the Taiwanese tend to be Xeophilic, for an amount of them are obsessed to the exotic appearance of Caucasians and their culture. For instance, one participant comments “Taiwanese tends to value the Western countries highly, and they have longings of their cultures or people” (R 32). Furthermore, unfortunately, the respondents point out that the Taiwanese often regard themselves as inferior than those other from foreign countries, and the English-speaking countries seem much better than Taiwan itself for them. Hence “Taiwanese weakens their confidence when comparing themselves with the Western countries,” suggests that the “Orientalism” and colonial historical facts are the possible reasons for their sense of inferiority. Lack of enough experience and sufficient knowledge is also a reason suggested by the respondents, for the Taiwanese are acquainted with the relationship so that they just can guess or receive the comments from other people or media. Consequently, the misunderstandings or stereotypes gradually appear among Taiwanese from mouth to mouth. As Kim discusses, media is the most influential factor for people to receive knowledge, and the respondents frequently mention this word in their comments on the reason why Taiwanese may have stereotype. From the movie, magazine, news, and the Internet, some Taiwanese unilaterally grasp the concept of CCR without truly experiencing it by themselves which undoubtedly causes some longings or discriminations. 

In addition to Xenophilia, media, historical facts, and fantasy, the respondents note that envy and jealous are part of the reasons why Taiwanese have stereotypes on CCR. One of the respondents makes an example that some of the Taiwanese consider foreigners as wealthy or good-looking and they show discriminations out of jealousy. She furthers demonstrates that if a Taiwanese girl dates with a Filipino, there may be less offensive comments on them; however, a Filipino is the same as a Caucasian since they are all foreigners that there should no such stereotype on any relationship (R81).

The Possible Difficulties of CCR 

The researcher separates the respondents into two in this part—the ones who have been in CCR relationship and the ones who have not, and they can provide their experiences or opinions respectively on the questions that the difficulties CCR couples may encounter. The ones who have CCR experience should answer the question “Have you faced with these difficulties when you are in the CCR relationship?” and below the question are a variety of possible obstacles offered by the researcher. The CCR respondents have to rate from “strongly disagree” to “strongly agree” based on their previous personal experiences. On the other hand, the question for those who does not have CCR experience is “Do you think the CCR couples may face with these difficulties?” and the selections below are exactly the same as the previous question. By doing so, the researcher wants to figure out whether the difficulties that the public generally guesses match the reality. 

Start from the striking contrast from the respondents, “language,” “family opposition,” “communication” and “religious belief” receive a rather high number of votes from inexperienced respondents which over a half of them agree that these four conditions are the considerable difficulties for CCR. However, less than a half of the experienced respondents agree with these points, and most of them instead choose “no opinion” and “disagree” in terms of these four statements. As Ronsenblatt, Stewart, and Skowroński discuss, these challenges indeed exist in the society, but since the Taiwanese society has become more globalized and advanced, the traditional perspectives from Taiwanese are no longer suitable for every CCR relationship. 

Both of the experienced and unexperienced respondents mostly agree with that “distance” and “personal traits and behaviors” are the obstacles for the CCR couples. For the intercultural couples, the distance is an unavoidable factor for the lovers since they originate from different countries, and before their marriage, they have to be tested by the distance. Besides, the difficulty of “personal traits and behaviors” may include cultural difference or personality that affects the CCR relationship. On the other hand, less than 5 respondents out of 30 agree with the points “being teased by people” and “being looked down by people” which matches the outcomes from the unexperienced respondents. As the researcher argues previously, more and more foreigners come to Taiwan, and the Taiwanese are getting used to a variety of novel phenomenon so that the out-fashioned comments appear much less than before. 

Conclusion and the Possible Solutions

Although some of the respondents think that the stereotypes and discriminations cannot be eliminated by Taiwanese people in a short time, there are still some possible ways to reduce the hearsays as well as prevent the couples from the baseless rumors. First of all, the education is vital in one’s life, and the Taiwanese has been educated that they should be respectful to different races since they were young, specifically for the immigrants from South Eastern Asia. However, not only the South Easterners, but also every single person and relationship should be respected, so the Taiwanese could elaborate more on the education such as the moral and civic class in terms of this issue. Besides, the media leads the society as well as shapes the people’s thoughts; as a result, the media ought to report everything in a neutral attitude without any dramatic or extraordinary addition. When facing with any issue, the media should utilize the just and fair perspective in order to narrate it to the audience so that the audience will not be misled. Lastly, for the interracial couples, the relationships belong to themselves, and even though there will inevitably be an amount of challenges in front of them, it is their duty to solve the problems together and prove that they are as happy as the mono-cultural ones. In a nut shell, whether engaging in an intercultural relationship or not, the Taiwanese ought to use a healthy attitude and be open-minded towards this issue, and by all-round education, impartial media, and self-adjustment, the Taiwanese society would be more advanced and open.
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