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From Noah:

Dear Freshman Students of the English Department,

Welcome to the English Department, and congratulations on reaching this significant
milestone in your academic journey. As you close the chapter of high school and
embark upon a new stage of life, you may experience a mixture of excitement,
uncertainty, and anticipation. Such feelings are completely natural, for university life
presents countless opportunities for growth, self-discovery, and intellectual
development. As a sophomore student who has undergone the same transition, |
would like to share some of my experiences and reflections with you. Although high
school life has come to an end, a new chapter begins by embracing challenges,

adapting to university life, and remaining excited and motivated to pursue knowledge.

Reflecting upon my first year, I realise that the challenges I encountered played a vital
role in shaping me into a more disciplined and resilient learner. Courses such as Dr.
John's Bible class encouraged me to think critically and develop a deeper
understanding of faith and morality. Likewise, CCI demanded perseverance and
dedication, as it required me to strengthen my academic writing and communication

skills beyond what I had previously experienced. Furthermore, Dr. Donna's



Introduction to Literature course opened the door to a world of literary appreciation
and analysis that was both fascinating and intellectually demanding. There were
moments when I doubted my abilities and felt overwhelmed by deadlines and
expectations. Nevertheless, these difficulties taught me that growth often emerges
from adversity, and every obstacle became a stepping stone that enabled me to mature

both academically and personally.

Equally significant was the period of adaptation that accompanied my transition into
university life. Unlike in high school, university requires students to become
independent learners who manage their own time and priorities. Initially, I struggled
to balance coursework, extracurricular activities, and personal responsibilities. There
were times when [ felt lost and uncertain about whether I truly belonged. However,
through the support of my professors, classmates, and friends, I gradually found my
footing. I learned how to organise my schedule, cultivate effective study habits, and
appreciate the value of perseverance. More importantly, I discovered that adjusting to
a new environment does not happen overnight; it is a gradual process that requires

patience and self-belief.

Looking back on these experiences, I have come to understand that maintaining
enthusiasm and motivation is essential for success. There will inevitably be moments
when you feel exhausted, discouraged, or even tempted to give up. Yet, I encourage
you to continue moving forward with curiosity and determination. Do not be afraid to
make mistakes, for mistakes are often the greatest teachers. Cherish the friendships
you will build, seek guidance from your professors, and take advantage of every
opportunity to learn and grow. University education is not solely about obtaining
excellent grades; it is about discovering your passions, broadening your perspectives,
and becoming the person you aspire to be. Therefore, remain excited about the
journey ahead and never underestimate your potential, because you are capable of

achieving far more than you may imagine.

In conclusion, I would like to extend my warmest welcome to each and every one of
you. Although the transition from high school to university may seem intimidating, it
is also the beginning of a remarkable journey filled with opportunities, challenges,
and unforgettable memories. By embracing difficulties, adapting to change, and
maintaining a passionate and motivated spirit, you will undoubtedly make the most of
your years in the English Department. As you begin this exciting chapter, I hope you
will approach each day with courage, curiosity, and confidence. May your university

life be filled with meaningful experiences, lifelong friendships, and achievements that



you will cherish for years to come. Once again, welcome to the English Department,

and I sincerely wish you all the best in this extraordinary adventure that lies ahead.
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