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<< Man of Aran>>

Man of Aran (1934) is a fictional documentary by Robert J. Flaherty about life on the Aran
Islands off the western coast of Ireland. It portrays characters living on premodern conditions,
documenting their daily routines, such as fishing off high cliffs, farming potatoes where there is little
soil, and hunting for huge basking sharks to get liver oil for lamps. Some situations are fabricated, such
as one scene in which the shark fishermen are almost gulfed at sea in a sudden gale. Additionally, the
family members shown are not actually related, having been chosen from among the islanders for their
photogenic qualities

The following clips of the movie from YouTube provide us brief look into the fierce and hard
condition of the life of the Aran Islanders — the fierceness of the sea, the steepness of the cliffs, and how
the islanders, men, women, and children, sustained their lives.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BORAdfrQwvo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AjfVmJhkt-s
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1EIBn1zghlJA

Many scenes of the movie echo with what Synge describes in his book The Aran Islands upon the
way people dressed, the farming patterns on the Islands, and its geographical and climatic conditions.
For those who feel interested, you can actually view the whole film on YouTube by searching “Man or
Aran.”



