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Conference Keynote: “Planetary Madness: The Ship of Fools Globalized.” This is a

paper about the contemporary relevance of the ancient figure of the Ship of Fools,

with special emphasis on maritime space and the shipping trade as the site of

intensified risk in both the economic and ecological sense. It will link images of

planetarity, the Goddesses Fortuna, Tyche, and Nemesis, to Allan Sekula’s Ship of

Fools, an unfinished photo essay on the history of the sea as the inescapable material

basis of globalizing capitalism, and an incorrigible metaphor for madness.



