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2) Lecture at NCTU: “American Psychosis: Trump and the Nightmare of

History.” This paper is directly related to the Ship of Fools talk in its use of the

framework of collective psychology. The paper is inspired by Nietzsche’s aphorism

about the relation of individual and collective insanity: “Insanity in individuals is

somewhat rare; but in groups, parties, nations, and epochs it is the rule.” The aim is

to use the discourse of madness, not just as a polemical attack on political acts and

ideas that one finds repulsive, but as a critical, analytical tool for understanding the

vulnerability of democracy and the rise of contemporary demagoguery. It will include

reflections on the strange impotence of caricature in representations of Trump, the



peculiar logic that drives ordinary, “normal” people who are kind, decent, and god-

fearing, could collectively, in a moment of irrevocable decision, elect a madman

president of the United States.



